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I. Introduction

Malaria causes severe suffering to seventy or
eighty million people and death to at least one million 
each year. Since about 1630 when cinchona bark was first 
used in Europe, many attempts have been made to synthesize 
compounds which would be suitable for the treatment of 
malaria.

based largely on Kaufmann’s^ idea that anti-malarial 
activity is a property of the grouping

The chief naturally occurring cinchona alkaloids conform 
to this pattern having the general formula

Much of the recent work has apparently been

OH R R t

^  N

(I)

OH |GH2 CHg CH-CHsCHg

v v

(i d
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