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Cutline

1. The States General demanded by the Parlia-
ment of laris.

A, Btruggle between the parliament and
king over taxation.

l. Debate upon the Stamp tax July 2,
&. Results of Uession.

(1) Speaker appeals to
the .tates General.

(2) Supplication to the
king voted.

2. Mention of the Utates General in
Assembly of Notables.

4. Remonetrances =g-inst the Stamp
tax adopted July 6,

a. Presented to the king July 8,

4. Minority vote for the .t tes
General July 9.

a. King refuscs st toment of
accounte.

b. New Remonetrmmces drawn;
Adopted July 12.

8. "ajority vote to express wish for
Stntes General to King July 16.
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IX
a. Addresses of Sabathier de
Cabu and Semonville,
b. Significance of the decree,
0. Formulation of the remonstgrance.

(1) Accepted July 24; pre=
sented to king July 26,

6, Only states General declared to
have right to authorize taxes July 30,

a. Opposition to the Aseembling
of the iitates General develops.

&

b. ¥Yotives for tho demand.

c. King'e displeasure., Decldes
upon forced registration.

7. Regristrition of the Ltamp and land
tax August 6.

a. Bed of justice had been fore-
asQeen.

(1) Councils against it.
b. The king's Leclarations,;
Principles of the French
Yonarchy.

¢. Protest ¢of the purliawent
of PYaris.

(1) Declares registration
null and illegal sugust 7.

(2) Renewal a penl to States
General August 13.
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B, Parliament's exile to Troyes August 15,

I1. The becrees  of the Courts of Paris and of
provincial purliamente, lead to the parlia=-
ment's recall and the king's promise for the
states General.

A. Situation after the exile of the parlia-
mont of Yaris,

1. Hesitation and indecision of the
Government.

2. Publication of reforms.
3. Incressed hostility to the Queen,

B. The Demand for the (tatee Ceneral reiter-
ated and defended.

1. By the Courts of Paris.

a. The Cour des Comptes.

(1) ¥onsieur registers the
edicts.

(2) The court's declnrnticn,

August 8.
(a) Registration null
& nd illegal.

(v) Taxes must be con-

sented to by the
wtatons Genernl.

b. The Lour des Aldes

(1) *dicts registered by the
Comte d'Artois,
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(2) The courts declaration
August 18,

(a) The Legistration de-
clared null and ile
legal.

(b) Supplication to the
king for the tates
General,

c. Attitude of the people in Paris.

2. By the Parliament of laris at Iroyes
August 22,

a. Persistg in its decrees of
August 7 znd 13.

3. The Cour deg Aides repouts its de=
mands. ,

4. The king annuls the decrces of the
Parliament.

&. Lecree of Council Gept. 2.
8. The provincial parliaments defend

the action of the parliament of
Paris. Demand ltates General.

a. Orenoble, August 21,

b. Besancon, ’‘ugust 3,

¢. Bordeaux,

d. Rousillon,

e. Toulouse,

f. Bordeaux, Cctober 21.

h, Toulouse, September 1.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



v
C. The Recall of the Parliament of Paris.
September 21.
1. Reconciliation and conceesions.

a. The Government withdraws the
Stamp and land taxes.

b. The parliament registers the
edict for the extension of the

second virgtieme.
2. The Rejoicing of the people.

D. The king promises the States General.
November 19-21.

1. Attempt of the Parliament of Parisa
to reach an understanding with the
Government.

a. The Otates General to be pro-
mised in the preamble of the
edict of loans.

2. The Royal Session of November 19.

a. Proposal of the government.

(1) utates general vaguely
promised in five years.

b. Membere of parlinment press for
= more speedy convocation.

(1) st. Vincent.
(2) D'Espremesnil.

(3) Ferrand.
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o. The King orders the registration
of the Xdict of loans.

3., After sesaion of November 19.

a. Parliament declares that it hnd
no part in the registration,

4. The king arrensts .nbathlier de Cabu,

and Freteau, and exiles the Duk
d'Crleans,

5. The king renews the promise of the
states genernl November 21,

a. The Parliament's delegation
to the king.

b. The king declares his word sacred.
Jtites general to be convoked
in five years.

¢, The Parlinment supplicates to
hasten the time.

I1X. The Press and the Clergy demand the atates
genernl; the parliament continued resistance;
“diet promises the st«tes rerersl July 8,
August 8.

A. The Press.

1. "The necessity for ~ssemblin; the
“tates General."

2. "tupplement to the Remonetrance of
Parliament."

3. "Digeertation upon the right to
convoke the Y'tates Genoeral.,"”
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4. "Yo Bankrupey® -l(ngng de Ban-
querote).

5. "Cbservations of a Republicain.”

6. "Conferonce betweon s ¥inieter and a
Councellor."

7. Point de Panouerote, continued.

B. The Parliament of laris continues its
resistance.

l. Protest aginst the imprisonment of

the members of pnrliament. lettres de
Cachet,

n. Remonstrances voted “ovember 27.

(1) Agninst imprisonment of
members,

b. Decree ungainst lLettres de Cachaet
January 4.

(1) snnulled by the king.

¢. The larlisment d:«ws up prin-
ciples of the Moranly Jununry 18,

2. The question of tnxation resumed;
iroteste :.\z-inst the ‘‘~ssion af
¥ovember 16.

a., Report of Committee .»ril 11,

(1) Attacks the ‘iuard of the
Leals,

(2) Declares the States Cen-
er:.l to be the only re-

source for creditors of
the State,
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b. “he king'e reply April 17,

(1) A1)l was legul - the sescion
of "ovember 19.

3. Contemporrries express fears ns to
what the asge bling of the States
Cenexrnl mey cecascion,

4, The F:-lisment's remonstrance of
April 3¢,

a. Attucks degpotism,

b. Declares the nation itself to be
the cnly rescurce for the nation.

C. The Coup d'stat of Hay 8.

1. ivents indicated th~ot o goup d'@tat
emminent,

g, trrlicnent learned of the
Government's desi;ns.

2. "h2 Intention of the Government do-
nounced oy 3.
we D'Ypremesnil.
b. vonctituticn of the Yrenech
Donarehy drawn.

3. The king arrestes tvwo members of
necliqnmoent Yay H=06.

n. JrYoops rrie stationed rround the
hall.

be ~rrest of Lonsabert and D'lpre=
maesgnil.
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4, Chunee of /dminiatrotion registered
Bed of justice lay 8.
e AcTorm of the judicliary.
(1} The Cour pleniere.

. Th2 reduction of the powasr of the
parliaments.

(1) They become simple courts
o: Jjustice.

(2) Kepistro-tion of edicts,the
Cour plenigre until the
meeting of the Stotes
Ceneral.
5, Diseontont througchout the kingdom.
fi. ¥ouw, Lanquedoc, Rousillon, etc.
D. The Clergy appeal to the Stutes uenoral.
1. The king reouestis a Lon gratuit.
a, (nly o 2.011 smeunt groated.
2, ihe Nemonsirences of the Clergy.
a. Attock the Cour plenicre.

b. Reouestoc States Generl for the
lavying of taxes,

(1) “he bishop of Bloisu,

¢. ilenewed lemonstranccs June 15,
Theminis.
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(1) RBation ~lone can grant
subsidies.

(?) "Assemble the n-tion and be
invincible".

3. The king's reply.
a, Had promised states general.

b. “ould convene them .t all times
when circumstsances required.

E. Zdicts announcing the States General,;
fiegnll of Necker.

l. “'dict of July 8.

], C~lled for informntion - nd
opinions from 11 parts of the
kinf’,dom- ’

b. /dverse criticism of the decree.

2. “dict of :u;ust 8.

&, Announced the time of nssembly
for “ay 1, 1789.

b. Place undetermined.
3. Recall of lecker. August 25.

a. Ydicts d1d not produce tran-
quility.

b. Prienne's loss of prestige.
¢. NKeoker's plans nnd problems.
(1) cuestion of the p:.rlise

merits; Representation to
the Gtntes Genersnl,
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(2) Decree of Council, Septem-
ber 23.

(a) Suspend the Cour
Rieniere

(b) Necker's apology for
the government.
IV, The Contest over Double Representation.

A. The Parliuament of Paris calls for the form
of 1614,

l. Registration of khecker's decroe,
September 25.

B. General agitation throughout the kingdomn.
1. Clubs and Crganizations.

C. The Gecond Assembly of the lotables; Noveme
ber 6.

1. Called to consider Composition, Con-
voc:iition and order of elections to
the states general.

a. All Bureasux but one declare in
favor of equal reprczsentation
of three orders.

2. ¥emoirs of the princes.

D, Necker endeavors to concilliate the
Parlizment of raris.,

l. Conference with u'Y¥premesnil.
2. The parliument (December's) recedes from
its position of .eptember 25; leter-

mination of the Composition :laced
in the hands of king.
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E. The Press.

l. "Petition of Citizens of Parie",
December 8.

2, "Advice to Iariesiens",
3. Memoirs upon the ntates general®™,

4., "To the French Nation on the Views
of ite government"®.

5, "Recessary conditions for -~ legal
states general”,

6, "Advice to the third estate.”

7. "Exhortations to the three orders of
Languedoc."

8. "Considerntion upon the injustice of

the Yretentions of the Clergy and
Nobility.”

9. "The Government - Senate - Clerigo -
Aristocriutique.”

10. "Phnilosophy of the “rench FPeople."
11, The Glory in euelsis of the pcople.
12. "What is the third Hetate?"

F, The Result of Council December 27,

1. Necker wishes double representation
for the third cstate.

2. Opposition in the Council ¥eeting.
a. Necker resigns.

(1) Queer interceeds.,
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3. Necker returms. His views accepted
and published.
4, Addrese of thanks. 8ix corps of Yaris.
G. Lettors of Convocation, January 24.

1. Question of single chamber left
unsettled,
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The Convogation of the Ltat n 1789,

The meeting of the states general of 1789
marked a orisis in the history of the Frenoch
revolution. Here the great middle clnse for the
first time since 1614 represented in a national
assembly, found an instrument that enabled it to
establish its politic:l supremacy. Sweeping away
all class privileges, it created equality before
the law and limited the power of the monarch by
the establishment of a constitution,

How did it come about thnt an assembly so
obviously dangerous to a xing by divine right,
and to the privileged cl-ssce was c-lled into
being? It is the purpose of this paper to nswer
this question by the most signific:nt chain of
events, connecting the assembly of the notnbles
of 1787 with the royal edict of 1789, which called
for the election of de:uties to meet in national

agsembly.
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1. Zaehnuwment, AV, 277; Torset, 217, (July 5);
Ylommeraont, Nemonsirances, III, 663,

2. Loig arcionnes, ~AVIII, 4C2: "wous svong consid-
ers guil norternit orincipanlement sur des =ctlce
qul ¢ sont muitiplies parmi nos sujzts qu en
creportion de lem richcuge, et des avintapges
7 318 retirent do coz nctos sous la protection
de notre antorite." {Guotstion from the pro-
amole of the ~diet).
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In the situation whioch led to » demind for
the states generul the financial condition wus the
preceminently import:nt feature, and the convocation
may be regarded s bein; directly due to the
struggle betwoeen the xing "nd the parlinment of
Paris over t.xation. The real contest vegan July 2,
1787 with the opening of the discussion upon the
stamp tax which had been brought to the parlia-
ment for regzistraticn June 22} This tax seems to
have been chosen by the ;overnment bocauase it
promised to afford a revenue which could be derived
mainly from the wealtiiler classes who did nceot
bear their fair share of the financlal burden of
the fit‘»lte.z

The odict reculred a government stamp to be
placed uison all writings which were issued to the
puoblic, such as letters, nnouncements, invitations,
ncvepupers rnd Journsls; uron 8l1ll o, recments,
such 25 wills »nd contracts; upon the officinl
records of educationnl institutions, such as
diplomas and degrees; and upon all tr nsactions,

whether civil or religlous, judicinl or military,
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1. Llois gneiennes, XXVIII, 415: Derogeous =
toutes loie, ordonnanus on reglemento contral-
ries ~ux dispositions de notre preeente declar-
ation, notamment = mrcunes :rovinces de notre
loyaume, mome nux pays d'etnte, sutres que
rlles confirmees par l'art., 5 de notre presente
declaration.

Art.5: I1 ne pourra etre expeche ~ucuvn certi-
ficat d'etude on d'enscripticn dans aucune des
freult s dependoites des univeranites, ni aucunes
lettroes de dectorat, licence, bnecaluureat,
m.itrise es - nrts, qu en prpeir on mnrchemin
tri bra, o veina de 506 lir,., 4':vendi solide-
siroment ercourue noy 1'impetrant desdits
cartificutes on lettirss, et pur cclul on ceux
aui les rnront signocs. Discensont nesumodng
de 1r rnecensite du vimbre 1os certificats
d'etuda~ on -utrans delivresz nor wosg nvocents
on ProcurTUrG ONerT UX.

2. Bachaumont, .V, 271.
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and of the state or of the individual. From :mong
the numerous detufle of the edict two important
provieions stand out promlnently because they
appear to te onn attack upon privilege. The first,
as has alrcady been noted, provided for the bulk
of the new %tax to be collectzd from the wealthier
claguaes. The sccond provided for but very few
exceptione in fuvor of the privileged provinces
and citics of the kingdom. ierhaps this incre:nsed
the ant:-: onism of the prlirmnt cf Farie, which
was composed of memicers of the privileged classes.l

Long and interesting diccussions wore occasione
ed when the t:x was taxen under considorntion July 2.
Yany members spoke, with sucih: power and emphiasis
th=t Bachaumont lilkened the ugscavly to the parlie
ament of .'Ingland.g “he speakers nlmost invirianbly
chose to denounce cne of three tiiings, the extravae
ganc: of the court, the nature -nd provisions of the
tax or the question as to vhcether the king or
pirlinment h~d the power of taxation.

" EZpremesnil led the attack upon the prodignle

ity of the court. According to Bachaumont, he s)oke
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1. Bachaumont, »/XV, 271, 278-78; Lorset, 212,
(July 5); “allier, 82. The lnst two sources
meraly state the nature of the session and the
subject of tho discourses; they sgroe with the
fuller nccount of Hachaumont. 7The account of
the session in my text is baged upon sachaumont,
the only one of the sources which ives an
an=lysis of the »hceches. Tnllier gives no date
for the session, but his sccount 80 sgrees with
the events of the =ccond of July th:t the cone
clugion th~t he is describing the eventis of
that datz 1g justili- ble. lls statercnt 1s as
follows: lL'impot du tiwbre fournit imatiere
ux moaes Algeours, o deas deciagntions aur
les nlversntions du sinistere, sur les pro-
dig-lites io 1n cour, sur 1o miscre G2s neuplesd

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



4

"particularly upon the cxoes of expenditure and
dared to discuss thnt of the royal fumily itself
gtating that it had been carried to - .oint of
which no other sovereign pnve =zn example. He pro-
tested nguinst the independent-cgtablishments of
the brothers of tho xing :nd of their =ugust con-
sorts, snd said specifically that it wus imror:cl
and impolitic for the queen to nive an cwt:blishe

1 This di=-

ment sepnrote from ti-t of the king.
gression produced such - s-onsation that the Comte
d'Arteis, filled with indign=tion, =everal times
showed a desire to rise and spezk in order to

‘ arrest the effervoscence of the or-tor. But Yone
sieur, icre c.li, held him by tue sleoeve .«d prew
vented wim r-cm crying out.

"The t.x itself wns =tt-eked by Yretzru ho
obscrved tu~t it was ¢xactly eight hundred penrs
since the Capeticn family had mounted the throne;
and in th+{ time th- naticn hrd boen affiicted with

continually incrcnsing taxee :nd of =11 kinds, but

never yet hn:d one been prorosed which w:s wso
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oppressive, so confused, s0 suacéptible of extension,
and consequently o dangerous. Another member, the
/Abbe lalomen de joncrose, observed that thoe adict
84 timby wis not wsc ner as it wea Lelieved, It had
been con-idered under tho reign of lTouis “IV, but
its dunger to th~t monarchy wan repre:awtgd a0
energeticully that, abeolute though it was, it had
renounced the tax.

"The question in reg rd to the povwer of taxate
ion and as to who held that power was rnised by two
members. The first sustained the princi»le estabe
lished in the assembly of notables that the king
did not have thz2 right ts ast~blish perpetual taxes.
The second maintained thnt the court of peers, were
#ble to grant taxes; thnt right pert-ined to the
assombly of the naticn.

*The docision rosched by the assembly was that
the stz tax, being so extromely complicated and
detailed, haviné soreny articles -nd veing of such
great length cond so difficult of com;rchension
required a serious nnd detailed discuision, and

ought to be examined Ly commlseloners; Lut ahove all
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1. dnehoaeont, AXAY, 278-79.
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