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CHAPTER I  SHAW1S VIEW OP UTOPIAWISM 4

i .  The U topian purpose
U njust s o c ia l  s t r u c tu re  produces u to p ian  
w r i te r s ;  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c r i t i c a l ;  may pos­
t u l a t e  s o c ia l  id e a l ;  always p ro v id es  s tan d ­
a rd s  f o r  contem porary so c ie ty .

i i .  The U topian range
C la s s ic ,  m edieval, re n a is sa n c e , and mod­
em  u to p ia s ; dram atic form , i s o l a t i o n i s t  
s e t t in g ,  s e r io u s  and often- r e l ig io u s  to n e ; 
seeks th e  good l i f e  in  a Ju s t s o c ie ty ."

. i i i .  Shaw’ s U topianism
Back to  M ethuselah id e n t i f ie d  as a u to p ia ; 
Shaw’ s i n t e r e s t  s e le c t iv e ;  a p o l i t i c a l  
scheme, s u i ta b le  human m a te r ia l and d i s c i ­
p l in e  re q u ire d ; U topian S o c ia lism  r e je c te d ;  
L a s s a l le  p rem ature; rom anticism  weakens 
s e r io u s  u top ian ism —W ells, Bellam y; Shaw 
ac cep ts  fa n ta sy  only in  s a t i r i c  u to p ia s .

i v .  E v o lu tio n ary  means and s ta g e s
C re a tiv e  im ag in a tio n  t e s t s  unexperienced 
s i tu a t io n s  and schemes; l i n e  o f  s o c ia l  ev­
o lu t io n  n e i th e r  s in g le  nor unbroken; moves 
from h e d o n is tic  anarchy to  re sp o n s ib le  an­
archy; Shaw embraced r e la t iv is m  and ru th ­
le s s n e s s ;  accom odation to  v ic e  and le a d e r ­
sh ip  o f th e  ab le  in e v i ta b le  but tem porary; 
w i l l  th e  key to  C rea tiv e  E v o lu tio n ; Super­
men th e  u ltim a te  so lu t io n ; so c ia lism  pos­
s ib le  fo r  modern man; hard  work, hard  
th in k in g , and le i s u r e  th e  prime in g re d ie n ts ;  
g rad u aln ess in e v i ta b le ;  Back to  M ethuselah 
as f i n a l  u to p ian  s ta g e —re sp o n s ib le  anarchy , 
im m o rta lity , mind over m a tte r , s o c ia l  duty 
i n s t i n c t u a l .

v . Shaw’ s o r i t i c s
Jacques Barzun sees f a i t h  and power, mak­
in g  th e  good pow erfu l, as Shaw 's form ula; 
m isreads th e  A n cien ts  as S t-ru ldbrugs; Bean
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i i i

Paf f  e*“*■ — W '
W illiam  Ralph Inge m is in te rp re ts  Shaw; 
sees A n c ien ts  as end -p roducts; ig n o res  
Shaw1s prem ise th a t  man may y e t he r e ­
p laced ; S t .  John E rv ine  h o s t i l e ;  sees 
Bach to  M ethuselah as a defense o f 
planned economy; Edmund W ilson p ercep ­
t iv e  but d i s t o r t s  Shaw’ s ph ilosophy ; G.
K. C h e s te rto n  understands Shaw’ s s o c ia l  
o r ie n ta t io n ;  th e  s o c i a l i s t  and a n a rc h is t  
l im i t s .

CHAPTER I I  xHjs aaB uBLIO; PROTOTYPE AHB PC HIT CP
DEPARTURE 32

i .  P la to n ic  and Shavian s o c ia l  3us"tice
The Re-public; s o c ia l  re q u ire s
e f f o r i j  d i s c ip l in e ,  wisdom, v i r t u e ,  and 
th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f th e  a b le ; P la to ’ s u to ­
p ia n  th eo ry  and m achinery; Shaw’ s adop­
t io n s  and a d a p tio n s .

i i .  The c r i t i c s
E v a lu a tio n s  o f th e  in f lu e n c e  o f P la to  on 
Shaw keen bu t random; E ric  B en tley ; W il­
liam  I rv in e ;  Jacques Barznn: C. E . M.
Joad; H. D. Rankin; Margery Morgan.

i i i .  The R epublic ep itom ized

iv .  The problem  o f le a d e rsh ip
Heed fo r  p h ilo so p h e r-k in g ; b e n e f i t s  o f  
ph ilosophy  d e fin ed ; lo v e  o f t r u th ;  l e s ­
sened d e s ire  f o r  p le a su re  and w ea lth ; re= 
lu e ta n c e  o f p h ilo so p h er to  r u le ;  Shaw 's 
e a rly  concern; H arold  Goddard’ s v iew s.

v . The im p erfec t p h ilo so p h e rs  and r u le r s  in  
Back to  M ethuselah

M erles o f  f a i lu r e s  cu lm in a tes  in  success 
o f th e  A n c ien ts ; Cain r e g re s s iv e ,  de­
s t r u c t iv e ,  an ti-m an ; Adam s ta g n a te s ; d i ­
v ided  l i n e  analogy; le v e l  o f  i l l u s i o n  no t 
f i n a l l y  c r e a t iv e ;  lo n g e v ity  r e la te d  to  ma­
t u r i t y ;  th e  w a r r io r - p o l i t i c ia n ;  F rank lyn
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iv

*D o cr A *-o w
Barnabas as  p ro to ty p e  p h ilo so p h er; th e  
E ld e r ly  Gentleman as th e  l a s t  o f th e  
flaw ed p h ilo so p h e rs ; Ozymandias's r o le ;  
ev o lu tio n  in d isp en sa b le ; th e  u ltim a te  
so c ie ty  o f  A n c ien ts .

v i .  The im perfec t s o c ie t ie s
D iscussion  o f Louis Crompton1s th eo ry  
r e la t in g  P la to ’ s im perfec t s o c ie t ie s  

Back to  M ethuselah; Shaw’ s s o c ie t ie s  
evolved Trom p r im itiv e  anarchy and t y r ­
anny to  re sp o n s ib le  anarchy; S o cia lism  
in  Shaw 's th i r d  p lay  la c k s  P la to n ic  cog­
n a te ; fo u r th  p lay  approxim ates P la to 1s 
p h ilo s o p h e r- ru le r  id e a l .

v i i .  The ro le  o f woman and th e  fam ily
Shaw's major s ta tem en ts ; th e  economic 
a sp e c ts ; problems o f sex , m arriag e , eu­
g e n ic s , and decorum; communal m arriage; 
th e  woman guard ian  foreshadowed in  th e  
th i r d  p la y , achieved in  th e  fo u r th ; sex 
and fam ily  no lo n g e r a f a c to r  in  ad u lt 
a f f a i r s .

v i i i .  E ducation
T echnical d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  th e  sy n th e s is  
of P la to ’ s ed u ca tio n a l th e o r ie s  w ith 
Shaw’ s ev o lu tio n a ry  and h e re d i ta ry  ones; 
Shaw’ s c o n tr ib u tio n s  and re fin em en ts ; 
r e j e c t s  coerc ion  o f th e  c h i ld ,  i s o la t io n ,  
cen so rsh ip ; p o s tu la te s  in h e r i te d  knowl­
edge and s e l f - d i s c ip l in e .

ix .  A rt
P a ra d o x ic a lly  both lu r e  and to o l ;  as i l ­
lu s io n ; p lace  on th e  d iv ided  l in e ;  as 
p o ss ib le  agent o f ev o lu tio n ; a s u b s t i tu te  
fo r  experience a t  b e s t;  Shaw's s t r i c tu r e s  
severe ; a r t  u l t im a te ly  to  be outgrown and 
d isca rd ed ; A ncien ts f a l l  ju s t  sh o rt o f 
p e r fe c t io n .
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V

"Da crm

CHAPTER I I I  SHAW AND MORE: TWO KINDS OF
PURITANISM 131

i .  More1s U topia
Communistic, e q u ita b le , m oral; organ­
iz e d , d is c ip l in e d  but h u m an istic ; 
c lo sed  s o c ie ty .

i i .  U to p ia , th e  R ep u b lic , and Back to  Methu­
se lah

Impact o f u to p ia  upon Back to  Methuse­
la h  s u p e r f ic ia l ;  p h ilo so p h ie s  antago­
n i s t i c ;  R epublic overshadows U to p ia : 
P la to n ic  b ia s  o f  U topia o v e rs ta te d ; r e f ­
erences in c o n c lu s iv e ; no t r u e  p h ilo so ­
pher; e s s e n t ia l  P la to n ic  in g re d ie n ts  
m issing .

i i i .  Shaw and More1s U topia
Some common them es; s o c ia l ly  u n f i t  elim ­
in a te d ; c o lo n iz a tio n ; Z a p o lite  and s h o r t­
liv e d  people r e la te d ;  Holy Ghost and L ife  
Force; no superman; crim e a n a lo g ie s ; p r i ­
v a te  p ro p e rty  i s  th e f t  in  P la to ,  Proudhon, 
Je su s ; th e  fam ily ; p u r ita n ism , conform ity  
and th e  p le a su re  p r in c ip le .

CHAPTER IV JONATHAN SWIFT: YAHOO AND HOUYHNHNM 151

i .  Shaw 's debt to  S w ift
Heavy, w id e ly -n o ted , w ell documented; 
le v e ls  o f  meaning; so c ia l  and p o l i t i ­
c a l  c r i t i c i s m .

i i .  P h ilo so p h ic a l c o m p a tib ili ty
I t s  e x te n t;  S w ift*s checks and b a lan ces; 
Shaw* s p o l i t i c a l  ev o lu tio n ; le v e lin g  an­
archy; th e  hum anistic  im pulse; an ti-W hig- 
gery; R adical-T ory ism ; d isg u s t w ith  c la s s  
i n t e r e s t .
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v i

i i i .  E th ic a l  com parisons
S w ift d isg u s ted  w ith  human l im i ta t io n s ,  
degeneracy; l im ite d  v o lu n ta rism ; Shaw* s 
v o lu n ta rism  in  c o n t ra s t ;  th e  q u es tio n  o f 
e th ic s  vs p e rso n a l am b itio n s .

iv .  The n e g a tiv e  s o c ia l  c r i t i c i s m s
War; as crim e and d eg en era tio n ; L i l l i ­
p u tia n  p re te n se ; Brobdingnag and Hou- 
yhnhnm, lo n g liv ed  and A n cien t; th e  th i r d  
p lay  most S w iftia n ; World War I  and th e  
War o f th e  Spanish  S uccession ; law and 
ju s t i c e ;  Shaw 's i n t e r e s t ;  S w i f t 's  i n f lu ­
ence ex ten s iv e ; le g a l  system s and ju s -  . 
t i c e ;  ju s t i c e  w ithou t emotion q u estio n ed ; 
p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c i a n s ;  problem  o f to p ­
i c a l  a l le g o ry ; S w if t 's  and Shaw 's sim i­
l a r i t i e s ;  anti-W higgism , c r i t i c i s m  o f mis­
management o f  war and peace; competing 
m in is te r s ;  p a r ty  b u rle sq u e s ; myth; te c h ­
n o lo g ic a l n o v e l t ie s ;  s tu p id  p u b lic  s e r ­
v a n ts ; rep ea ted  examples o f  Yahooism in  
Back to  M ethuselah: S w iftia n  a l l e g o r ic a l ;  
Shaw deadly  se r io u s ; th e  i n s t i n c t  to  k i l l ;  
S w if t 's  e r ro r  in  see ing  man as d eg en era te , 
n o t e v o lu tio n a ry .

v . S tru ld b ru g  and A ncient
Common c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ;  im m o rta lity , mu­
ta t io n s ;  a tav ism ; o ra c u la r  im pulse; d i f ­
fe re n c e s ; S tru ld b ru g ia n  s e n i l i t y ;  Shavian 
ev o lu tio n  toward godhead; Shaw 's convic­
t io n  th a t  f le s h ,  no t mind, ages.

v i .  Laputan and A ncient
I n t e l l e c t u a l  p reo ccu p a tio n ; S w ift t r e a t s  
as s i l l y ,  Shaw as a s ig n  o f m a tu rity ; com­
p a r iso n s  and c o n t r a s ts .

v i i .  P o s tiv e  elem ents
C h a ra c te r i s t ic  u top ian ism ; M organ's iden= 
t i f i c a t i o n  expanded; Houyhnhnms* e s s e n t ia l  
c la s s le s s n e s s  p a r a l le le d ;  l im i ta t io n s  of 
c la s s le s s n e s s ;  m arriag e , dom estic and eu­
gen ic ; Shavian e q u iv a le n ts  and d is s e n t;  
a n ti- ro m a n tic ; custom th e  enemy o f p ro g ress  
and e v o lu tio n ; Shaw com pletes th e  "w ith e r­
in g  away" o f m arriage; Houyhnhnm fam ily  on­
ly  s l i g h t ly  more d is c ip l in e d ,  more s t ru c -
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tu r e d , th a n  th e  lo n g liv e d ; lo v e  ex­
pands beyond fam ily  to  sp e c ie s ; th e  
L i l l i p u t i a n  p a r a l l e l s  and re s e rv a tio n s  
th e re o n ; edu ca tio n ; r e j e c t s  Shaw’ s and 
P la to ’ s search  f o r  s o p h is tic a te d  knowl­
edge.

v i i l .  M iscellaneous l ik e n e s s e s
Most Houyhhhnm i n s t i t u t i o n s  have faded 
away; c i t i z e n s  a id  each o th e r ; cooper­
a t io n  ach ieved  by fo rc e  o f reaso n ; com­
munism; overwhelming e f f e c t  o f u to p ia  
on v i s i t o r s ;  G u lliv e r  and E ld e r ly  Gen­
tlem an n o t immune.; P la to n ic  t r a d i t io n  
shared .

ix .  P in a l  Comparisons
Shaw 's optim ism  and S w if t 's  pessim ism ; 
l im ite d  n a tu re  o f man jux taposed  w ith 
e v o lu tio n .

CHAPTER V LITTON: UTOPIA MD EVOLUTION

i .  The Coming Race
S ynopsis; combines s c ie n c e - f ic t io n  and 
se r io u s  s o c ia l  c r i t i c i s m .

i i .  Shaw 's r e l a t io n  to  L y tton
Boyhood d e l ig h t ;  e a r ly  p r a is e ;  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  to  Back to  M ethuselah: adverse 
c r i t i c i s m ,  L y t to n 's  "rom antic humbug"; 
l a t e  acknowledgement o f  sou rce; Shaw's 
a p p re c ia t io n  ev a lu a ted ; N eth e rco t and 
B en tley ; " v r i l "  psychic and p h y s ic a l; 
p a r a l l e l s  A n c ie n ts ' powers; " v r i l ” tran s . 
muted in to  "awe" and "discouragem ent"; 
im ita t io n  awe; Shaw th e  l e s s  flam boyant; 
autom ata and A n c ien ts ,

i i i .  V r i l-y a  and A ncien ts
Common c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ;  ex te rm in a tio n  of 
i n f e r io r  ra c e s ;  Armageddon; ev o lu tio n a ry  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  L y tto n  f a i l s  to  e lab o ra te

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



v i i i

Tt 4* M A
X

h is  ev o lu tio n a ry  th eo ry ; p h y s ic a l l i k e ­
n e sse s ; V r i l-y a  and U to p ia ; a n a rc h is t ic  
p r in c ip le s ;  two im perfect' s o c ie t ie s ;  th e  
fem ale p r in c ip le ;  r e l ig io n  m o n o th e is tic ; 
P la to n ic  union through " v r i l " ;  no t cog­
n a te  w ith  Shaw1s L ife  F orce; v e g e ta r ia n ­
ism and a n t i-v iv is e c tio n is m ; L y tto n 1s 
p le a su re  p r in c ip le .

CHAPTER VI WILLIAM MORRIS; COMRADE AND MENTOR 218

i .  P e rso n a l R e la tio n sh ip s
D iffe re n c e s  in  c h a ra c te r ,  age, and p o l i ­
t i c s ;  Shaw’ s v e n e ra tio n ; com radeship; sim­
i l a r  a n a rc h is t ic  beg inn ings; g radualism  
s u b s t i tu te d  fo r  ca tac lysm ic  re v o lu tio n ; 
M o rris ’ s re lu c ta n c e ; Shaw’ s d is c ip le s h ip ;  
adm ira tion  fo r  M o rr is 's  l i t e r a t u r e ,  mind, 
and c a re e r .

i i .  News from Nowhere as a n a rc h is t  model
P ra ise d  as m asterp iece  by Shaw; th e  an­
a r c h i s t  t r a d i t io n ;  pure a n a rc h is t  u to ­
p ia s  a re  r a r e ;  p o l i t i c a l  b a s is  V ic to r ia n , 
no t m edieval; a l l  major a n a rc h is t  p o in ts  
embodied; “th e  re v o lu tio n ” ; p o ss ib ly  de­
l ib e r a t e  m is in te rp re ta t io n  by Shaw; th e  
in f lu e n c e  o f "Bloody Sunday, 1887; Mor­
r i s '  s tu rn  to  gradualism ; th e  w h iff of 
dynam ite"; anarchy o f The Coming Race and 
Back to  M ethuselah l e s s  pure d o c t r in a l ly .

i i i .  S a l ie n t  p o in ts  o f News from Nowhere
Unexpected approval by Shaw; M orris uncon­
cerned w ith  e v o lu tio n , Shaw w ith  han d i­
c r a f t ;  in d iv id u a l freedom an u ltim a te  good; 
M o rris’ s c a ta s tro p h ic  re v o lu tio n  r e je c te d ;  
tem perance approved; u n derly ing  prem ises 
c o n tra s te d ;  M o rris’ s w ork-p leasure dictum ; 
Shaw’ s sh o rt- te rm  agreem ent; h a le  lo n g e v ity  
a s u p e r f ic ia l  l ik e n e s s ;  th e  m en to r-ca te - 
c h i s t  tech n iq u e ; crim e and punishm ent; r e ­
t r i b u t i v e  J u s t ic e  scorned; lo v e  and mar-
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r ia g e ;  sexual eq u a lity *  ty ranny  o f th e  
fam ily ; em ancipation from sex  a good; 
sexual i n s t i n c t  and r a c i a l  p re s e rv a tio n ; 
ev o lu tio n a ry  a s p e c ts ; education  inform al., 
p e rm iss iv e , self~developlngo

iv .  C onclusions
Hews from Howhere makes Shavian sense 
on th e  sh o rt- te rm ; sh a res  honors w ith  
G u ll iv e r1s T rav e ls  and The Coming Race 
as an in f lu e n c e  on th e  fo u r th  and f i f t h  
p la y s .

CHAPTER VII BUTLER, WELLS, AND AFTER 240

i .  B u t le r 's  in f lu e n c e
Erewhon p a r t  o f a la rg e r  in f lu e n c e ;
Claude B i s s e l l 's  proposed “p e rv as iv e  
and continuous" in f lu e n c e ; Shaw 's gener­
a l  re fe re n c e s  to  B u tle r ;  Shaw 's d i r e c t  
re fe re n c e s  to  Erewhon; co in c id e s  w ith  
w r i t in g  o f Back to  M ethuselah; p a r a l l e l s  
com pelling; "M usical Banks,r and H aslam 's 
c a re e r ;  Ydgrunism and Shaw 's a t ta c k  on 
conven tionalism ; Grime as d ise a se ; th e  
“Book o f th e  Machine" and Shaw 's V i t a l ­
ism; th e  Erew honians1 apparen t and th e  
A n c ien ts ' r e a l  Laodiceanism .

i i .  W e lls 's  in f lu en c e
D e f in it io n  d i f f i c u l t ;  shared environm ent 
and id e a s ; o f te n  d if fe re d  fundam entally ; 
r e lu c ta n t  adm ira tion  m utual; A Modern B to= 
-pia as to u ch sto n e ; re fe re n c e  “io  W ells in  
Back to  M ethuselah in c o n c lu s iv e ; A Modem 
U topia d e sc rib ed ; W ells p o s i t s  evolv ing  so­
c ie ty ,  s t a t i c ,  though improved, man; eco­
nomic e q u a lity  o f  th e  sexes; eugenic mar­
r ia g e ;  e lim in a tio n  o f  in f e r io r  in d iv id u a ls  
and ra c e s ; in d iv id u a l i ty  w ith in  a d i s c i ­
p lin e d  s t a t e  i s  th e  id e a l ;  e l i t e  le a d e r ­
sh ip ; a n t i-c o n v e n tio n a li ty ;  Samurai a re  
v o lu n ta ry  noblemen, a s c e t i c ,  r u l e r s ,
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X

b re e d e rs , m y stics ; d if fe re n c e s  in  a t ­
t i t u d e  weigh eq u a lly  w ith  s im i l a r i t i e s  
between th e  two a u th o rs ,

i i i .  U topias s in c e  Back to  M ethuselah
No new school a ro se ; technology  and to ­
t a l i t a r i a n i s m  th r e a t  too im m ediate; ev­
o lu t io n  overshadowed; so le  hope in  in d i ­
v id u a l r e s i s ta n c e ,  endurance; Aldous Hux­
le y ’ s Brave Hew World re p re s e n ta t iv e ;  
P la to ’ s G uardians become World C o n tro l­
l e r s ;  eugenics becomes a n igh tm are; u n i­
v e r s a l  c o n d itio n in g  o f th o u g h ts  and r e ­
f le x e s ;  fam ily  d isa p p e a rs ; th e  p e r f e c t  
n a r c o t ic ,  Soma; m alcon ten ts i s o la te d  on 
i s la n d s ;  t r a d i t i o n a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  in ­
g re d ie n ts  p re se n t bu t in v e r te d ; r e v o l t ,  
though f u t i l e ,  symbol o f hope; m ention o f 
Shaw; resu rg en ce  o f  in d iv id u a lism  prob­
le m a tic .

iv .  P a r t in g  word
Back to  M ethuselah in  th e  u to p ian  main­
stream ; n o t an im ita t io n  o f p a s t models 
on ly ; n o t a p ro to ty p e  f o r  new models; in  
q u ie te r  tim es to  come, i t s  in f lu e n c e  may 
wax ag a in .
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C hanter I_ . - -j,

Shaw's View o f U topianism

i

"M edieval s o c ie ty ,"  w rote th e  ever tre n c h a n t Ber­

nard  Shaw, " . . . behaved very  badly indeed in  organ­

iz in g  i t s e l f  so s tu p id ly  th a t  a good l i f e  could be 

achieved by robbing and p i l l i n g . I n  saying so , he not 

only epitom ized h is  own b e l ie f  th a t  so c ie ty  i s  poo rly  

and u n ju s t ly  o rgan ized , but he a ls o , u n w ittin g ly  p e r­

h aps, exposed th e  ro o t o f th e  age-o ld  im pulse which has 

le d  men to  w rite  u to p ian  l i t e r a t u r e . 2 C e r ta in ly ,  a t  

l e a s t  from P la to ’ s tim e onward, s e n s i t iv e  and compas­

s io n a te  men have looked a t  th e  world and found s tu p id  

o rg a n iz a tio n , cynicism , and so c ia l  i n ju s t i c e  everywhere. 

R eacting  w ith  sorrow and w rath , some s e t about to  c o r­

r e c t  so c ie ty  by producing a p ic tu re  o f  an id e a l  s t a t e ,  

a v iv id  d ram a tiza tio n  o f what l i f e  could be l i k e  were 

i t  o rganized  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  and humanely. O ften enough 

a  g iven u to p ia , th u s  produced, aimed to  do n o th in g  more 

th an  to  s a t i r i z e  contem porary so c ie ty  and to  shame men 

in to  abandoning th o se  p ra c t ic e s  which made a s o c ia l  

v i r tu e  o f encouraging th e  stro n g  to rob th e  weak.

^-Bernard Shaw, Major B arbara (London, 194-7), p . 213.

2lh e re  a re  a number o f good c r i t i c a l  surveys o f u to ­
p ian  l i t e r a t u r e .  Lewis Mumford, The S to ry  o f U topias 
{New York, 1922) and M arie L ouise B e m e r i ,  Journey 
Through U topia (B oston , 1951) a re  among th e  most u s e fu l.  
A more ex ten siv e  l i s t i n g  i s  inc luded  in  th e  b ib liography*
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More o f te n , th e  t a l e  was meant as an exemplum of the  

good l i f e  in  a ju s t  so c ie ty ;  as such i t  o ffe re d  a b lu e­

p r in t  f o r  b u ild in g  a brave new w orld . I n  e i th e r  case , 

th e  u to p ia n  scheme provided a sc a le  a g a in s t which to  

measure th e  shortcom ings of a s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n  whose 

in s t i t u t i o n s  had developed haphazard ly  and whose ou t­

s tan d in g  c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  were, a l l  too o f te n , c a llo u s ­

n e s s , b r u ta l i ty ,  ig n o ran ce , and in ju s t i c e .

i i

Taking, th e n , ’’th e  good l i f e  in  a ju s t  s o c ie ty ” to  

be i t s  s in e  qua non, f i c t i o n a l  d ram a tiza tio n  i t s  u su a l 

v e h ic le , and comparison w ith  contem porary s o c ie ty  i t s  

method, th e  u to p ia n  t r a d i t i o n  emerges as a reco g n izab le  

genre in  W estern l e t t e r s .  I t s  range i s  qu ick ly  sk e tch ed 0 

P la to ’ s R ep u b lic . w r i t te n  e a rly  in  th e  fo u r th  cen tu ry  

Bo Oo, p rov ides a reaso n ab le  s ta r t in g  p o in t ,  a lthough  

i t s  very  mass and f i n i s h  argues th a t  in  I t s e l f  i t  rep ­

re s e n ts  no t only th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  genius of i t s  au th o r 

bu t a lso  th e  f r u i t i o n  of a w ell e s ta b lish e d  t r a d i t i o n .

Be th a t  as  i t  may, R epublic i s  no t th e  only example of 

u top ian ism  among th e  c la s s ic  w r i te r s ;  P lu ta rc h , in  th e  

f i r s t  cen tu ry  B. 0 . ,  s e t  down th e  L ife  o f Lyourgus, th e  

t a l e  o f a law -g iv e r supposed to  have l iv e d  some s ix  hun­

dred y ea rs  e a r l i e r .  Both works tend  to  re so lv e  l i f e  in ­

to  a s to ic a l ly  d is c ip l in e d  form. In  th e  M iddle Ages,
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th e  t r a d i t i o n  took  on a s p e c i f ic a l ly  C h r is t ia n  eccle­
s i a s t i c a l  overtone which remained c h a r a c te r i s t i c  of 

th e  form w ell in to  modern tim e s . In d eed , a h ig h  s e r i ­

ousness, r e l ig io u s  in  i t s  fe rv o r  i f  no t In  i t s  form, 

c h a ra c te r iz e s  th e  h u lk  of th e  u to p ia s  up to  th e  p re s ­

en t tim e. The P i ty  o f  God ( c .  412) o f S t .  A ugustine 

s e t s  th e  s ty le  in  th e  f i f t h  cen tu ry  and i t  i s  c o n tin ­

ued in  th e  most famous of th e  R enaissance u to p ia n  works, 

th e  one which gave th e  genre i t s  name, th e  U top ia  (1516) 

o f S i r  Thomas More. Though co n tin u in g  th e  e c c le s ia s ­

t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  a l b e i t  w ith  some se r io u s  r e s e rv a t io n s ,  

More*s c e n t r a l  concern  was p o l i t i c a l ,  as th e  G reeks’ 

had been . U top ia  was follow ed by a number o f c a re ­

f u l ly  worked out enclave schemes, n o ta b le  among them 

Oam panella’ s P i ty  of th e  Sun (1623), A ndreae’ s O h ris- 

t la n o p o l is  (16 1 9 ), and Bacon1s New A t la n t i s  (1627)•

Prom Bacon onward, th e  genre f lo u r is h e d  and sc a rc e ly  

more i s  needed h ere  th a n  to  say th a t  s o c ia l  concern 

ten d s in c re a s in g ly  to  re c e iv e  more emphasis th an  r e l i ­

g ion , and to  append a ca ta lo g u e  o f landmark works. A- 

mong th e  l a t t e r  a re : tf in s ta n le y * s  The Law of Freedom 

(1652), H a rrin g to n ’ s Oceana ( I 656) ,  de Poigny* s A Hew 

D iscovery  of T erra  In co g n ito  A u s tr a l i s  ( 1676) ,  book 

fo u r  o f S w i f t 's  G ulliver*  s T rav e ls  (1735)» O a b e t's  Voy­

age to  I c a r i a  (1840), Lytton* s The Coming Race (1871),
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B u t l e r 's  Erewhon (1872 ), Bellam y1 s Locking Backward 

(1888), H ertzk a’ s F ree lan d  (1890), Morris* s Mews from 

Nowhere ( I 89 I ) ,  Wells* s Modern U top ia  (1905), Huxley*'s 

Brave Mew World (1932) and B radbury1 s F ah ren h e it 451 

(1 9 5 3 ).

i i i

I n  1921 Shaw c o n tr ib u te d  h is  p lay  c y c le , Back to  

M ethuselah , to  th e  v en e rab le  u to p ia n  t r a d i t i o n ,  2 s  d id  

so co n sc io u s ly , and he looked upon h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  not 

m erely as being  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t,  f o r  reasons which 

w i l l  be d iscu ssed  a t  some le n g th  l a t e r ,  a s  b rin g in g  new 

v a l id i t y  to  th e  g e n re ,1 F or a l l  t h a t ,  Shaw n e v e rth e le ss  

appears to  have been acquain ted  w ith , o r a t  l e a s t  in ­

te r e s te d  i n ,  only lim ite d  p o r tio n s  of th e  t r a d i t io n ,  

p a s t and contem porary. Of th o se  u to p ia s  which he knew, 

some he r e je c te d ,  some he ig n o red , and from th e  r e s t  he 

borrowed sham elessly  a s  b e f i t s  a man ox g e n iu s .

The fo llo w in g  ch a p te rs  w i l l  examine s p e c if ic  u to ­

p ia n  w ri t in g s  whose r e la t io n s h ip  to  Back to  M ethuselah 

can be d e f in i t e ly  e s ta b lis h e d , p lu s  a few which were 

known to  Shaw, b u t which he r e je c te d .  I t  rem ains in  th i s  

c h a p te r  to  t r a c e  Shaw’ s g en e ra l a t t i t u d e  toward u to p i­

anism  and to  sample contem porary c r i t i c i s m  of h is  con-

iB ernard  Shaw, Everybody*s P o l i t i c a l  What1s What? 
(London, 1950), p . 286 ,
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J . 4  1____J .4
U J L X U U  U X V U L c

Shaw w rote very  l i t t l e  about th e  u to p ia n  l i t e r a ­

tu r e  b efo re  he w rote Back to  M ethuselah , and th a t  l i t ­

t l e  tended to  be s c o rn fu l, Shaw he ld  th a t  a success­

f u l  s o c i a l i s t i c  scheme had to  have c e r ta in  q u a l i t i e s ,  

among them a w orkable p o l i t i c a l  mechanism and s u i ta b le  

human raw m a te r ia l  con d itio n ed  by r ig o ro u s  d is c ip l in e .  

S o c ia l and p o l i t i c a l  schemes which lacked  th e se  e le ­

ments he h a b i tu a l ly  a tta c k e d  p e jo ra t iv e ly  as  "u to p ian ,"  

Thus, in  an essay  e n t i t l e d  "The C lim ate and S o i l  fo r  a 

Labor P a r ty ,"  Shaw condemned p re-F ab ian  S o cia lism  as 

"u top ian" p re c is e ly  because i t  lacked a " p o l i t i c a l  and 

b u re a u c ra tic  env ironm ent,"1 In  th e  same essay  he em­

phasized  h is  view th a t  no freedom i s  to  be gained w ith ­

out f i r s t  embracing a period  of reg im e n ta tio n . A gain, 

in  an unpublished  essay , "T echn ical S o c ia lism ,"  Shaw 

co n g ra tu la te d  th e  b e s t  of th e  m e lio r is t  th in k e rs ,  who 

sought s o c ia l  e v o lu tio n  as d i s t i n c t  from re v o lu tio n , 

f o r  reco g n iz in g  th e  need fo r  conscious co o p e ra tio n , 

bu t damned them as  "U topian S o c ia l i s t s "  f o r  f a i l i n g  to

B e rn a rd  Shaw, "The C lim ate and S o i l  f o r  a Labor 
P a r ty ,"  B r i t i s h  Museum A d d itio n a l MS 50667, f .  307* 
I n te r n a l  evidence e s ta b l is h e s  th e  d a te  of t h i s  unpub­
l is h e d  essay  as 1918, most co n c lu s iv e ly  through a r e f ­
erence to  B ertran d  B u s s e l l ’ s imprisonm ent a t  th e  tim e 
f o r  h is  a n t i - m i l i t a r i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s .
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recogn ize  th a t  p rec io u s few nea a re  capable o f  ccn= 

sc io u s co o p e ra tio n , and he d ism issed  them, th e re fo re ,  

as in e f f e c tu a l  dream ers in  b o th  t h e i r  th eo ry  and p rac­

t i c e .  Nor were th e  m e l io r is ts  a lone  in  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  

to  provide s o c ia l ly  d is c ip l in e d  p eo p le . Shaw pbserved 

th a t  th e  s o c i a l i s t i c  c o lo n ie s , f o r  in s ta n c e , provided 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  environm ent which he demanded, 

bu t f a i le d  s ig n a lly  to  p rov ide s u i ta b le  human m a te r i­

a l s .  I n  th e  course o f an add ress e n t i t l e d  '’S o c ia lism  

and Human N atu re” which he d e liv e re d  a t  a F ab ian  S o c i­

e ty  m eeting in  Bloomsbury H a ll ,  he rem arked, reg a rd in g  

Owen’ s New Harmony se ttle m e n t, ”i f  one and a l l  th e  thou 

sand persons assem bled th e re  had possessed  th e  q u a l i -  

werTJ wished them to  p o sse ss , th e re  would have 

been no n e c e s s ity  f o r  h is  v a in  e x e r tio n s  to  form a 

community; because th e re  would of n e c e s s ity  have been 

b ro th e r ly  lo v e , peace, and p le n ty .”2 At f i r s t  b lu sh  

" b ro th e r ly  lo v e” seems f a r  a f ie ld  from " s o c i a l i s t i c  d is  

c i p l i n e . ” Perhaps so . S t i l l ,  b ro th e r ly  lo v e , n o t s e l f

■^-Bernard Shaw, "T echn ica l S o c ia lis m ,” B r i t i s h  
Museum A d d itio n a l MS 50665, f f .  9-11• Two essays bear 
t h i s  t i t l e ,  one in  longhand, th e  o th e r  ty p ed . The 
re fe re n c e  h e re  i s  to  th e  longhand m anuscrip t. While 
n e i th e r  i s  d a te d , c o n ten ts  and s ty le  suggest a d a tin g  
o f  about 1890-1900.

B e rn a rd  Shaw, B r i t i s h  Museum A d d itio n a l MS 50700, 
f f .  2 -4 . T his unpublished  speech i s  da ted  September 
19, 1890.

t i e s  fO
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ce n te re d n e ss , i s  th e  v i r tu e  from which v o lu n ta ry  d i s ­

c ip l in e  can be drawn. I t  i s  a t  once th e  b a s is  and th e  

g o a l o f s o c i a l i s t i c  com radeship.

Shaw d id  n o t, however, put a b lan k e t condemnation 

on a l l  u n su c c ess fu l t h e o r i s t s  and movements. A case in  

p o in t i s  t h a t  o f Ferd inand  L a s s a l le  and th e  R ev o lu tio n  

o f 1848 in  Germany. I n  h is  unpublished  “L a s s a l le  N ote­

books” (1891-1895) Shaw quoted Graham W'allas as say ing  

th a t  t h i s  r e v o lu tio n  was a " h a lf  R epublican , h a l f  U to­

p ian  movement."1 A lthough th e  re v o lu tio n  proved abo r­

t i v e ,  Shaw defended L a s s a l le 1s r o le  s to u t ly .  L a s s a l le  

had proposed to  e s ta b l i s h  a s o c i a l i s t i c a l l y  advanced 

s ta te  b ased , l ik e  H ertzk a1s F ree lan d  a h a l f  cen tu ry  

l a t e r ,  upon f r e e ly  organized  p ro d u c tiv e  a s s o c ia t io n s  

o f la b o re rs  which would, w ith  c a p i ta l  fu rn ish ed  by th e  

s t a t e ,  compete w ith  p r iv a te  in d u s try . As th e  s t a t e ’ s 

c a p i ta l  was to  be deriv ed  from th e  ta x a t io n  of p r iv a te  

in d u s t r ie s ,  th e  le v e l l in g  tendency o f th e  scheme i s  im­

m ed ia te ly  a p p a re n t. Shaw commented, w ith  ac id  approval 

f o r  L a s s a lle  and sco rn  f o r  th e  d i l e t t a n t e ,  th a t  "many 

persons a re  q u ite  ready to  a s se n t to  th e  th eo ry  £of

■^Bernard Shaw, "L a s sa lle  N otebooks," B r i t i s h  
Museum A d d itio n a l MS 50705, f .  332.
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c la s s le s s  so c ie ty j w ithou t accep tin g  any ox th e  Im pli­

c a tio n s  which were obvious to  JjLassalleJ L a s s a lle  

th u s , accord ing  to  Shaw, d id  no t f a l l  in to  th e  misap­

p rehension , on th e  one hand, th a t  th e  c la s s le s s  s ta te  

would be a "thoroughly  b u s in e s s - l ik e  commercial U to­

p ia"  o f th e  m id d le -c la sse s , n o r, on th e  o th e r , th a t  i t  

would degenerate  in to  a  sen su a l and lu x u rio u s  orgy.

C lo se ly  a l l i e d  to ,  sometimes in d is t in g u is h a b le  

from, th e  u to p ia n  so c ia lism  which Shaw found to  be so 

v is io n a ry  and contem ptib le  i s  th e  rom antic u to p ia .

Shaw rese rved  a p a r t i c u la r ly  hot co rn e r in  h e l l  f o r  

th e  ro m a n tic is t ,  though he h im se lf  d id  not f a i l  to  em­

ploy  th e  techn iques o f rom anticism  when they  s u ite d  

h is  purposes. One th in k s  of The D e v il1s D isc ip le  and 

C ap ta in  Brassbound1s C onversion , fo r  in s ta n c e . I n  th e  

p re face  to  P lay s  U npleasant Shaw d escrib ed  romance "as 

th e  g re a t  heresy  to  be swept o f f  from a r t  and l i f e —as 

th e  food of modern pessimism and th e  bane o f modern 

s e l f - r e s p e c t . " 2 H is a t t i t u d e  le d  him to  d e c la re , in  an 

a r t i c l e  pub lished  in  1897 in  The Saturday Review, th a t  

" th e  p re se n t t r a n s i t io n  from rom antic to  s in c e re ly  hu-

^Ebid,, f .  518.

^Bernard Shaw, P lay s  P le a sa n t and U npleasant (Lon­
don, 1931), P. z i i i .
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man drama i s  a re v o lu tio n a ry  o n e ."1 Romance, th en , was 

to  he scotched w herever i t  rea re d  i t s  inane head and 

i t s  in v a s io n  of se rio u s  works was to  he r e g r e t te d  and 

re p e l le d .  I n  th e  p re face  to  Three P lay s  f o r  P u r i t a n s , 

w r i t te n  in  1901, Shaw a tta c k ed  " th e  f o o l 's  p a rad ise  of 

popu lar romance," and c i te d  s p e c if ic  in s ta n c e s  to  i l l u s ­

t r a t e  h is  p o in ts .  H. G. W e lls 's  War o f Two Worlds was 

h e ld  up as an example o f  a f i r s t - r a t e  s to ry  on a " s c i ­

e n t i f i c  plane" which had heen ru in ed  hy th e  unnecessary  

a d d i t io n  o f a rom antic love s to ry . Having dem olished 

h is  fe llo w  s o c i a l i s t  and Englishm an, Shaw tu rned  h is  

c r i t i c a l  f i r e  upon "an American n o v e l i s t ,2 re c e n tly  de­

ceased , jjwhoj made a h i t  some y ea rs  ago by com piling a 

B oston ian  U topia from th e  p ro sp ec tu ses  of l i t t l e  bands 

of devout communists who have from tim e to  tim e, s in ce  

th e  days of F o u rie r  and Owen, t r i e d  to  e s ta b l i s h  m il­

le n n ia l  co lo n ie s  o u ts id e  our commerical c i v i l i z a t i o n . " 

Shaw observed th a t  "even in  t h i s  economic U top ia  we have 

th e  in e v ita b le  love a f f a i r .  The horo , waking up in  th e  

d is t a n t  fu tu re  from a m iraculous s le ep  meets a B oston

B e rn a rd  Shaw, "Romance in  i t s  L a s t D itc h ,"  Our 
T heatre  in  th e  n in e t ie s  (London, 1932), I I I ,  225.

% o st l ik e ly  Edward Bellamy whose Looking Backward 
f i t s  Shaw 's d e s c r ip t io n  o f a "Boston U topia.*  B ellam y’ 
d ied  in  1898, th re e  y ea rs  b e fo re  Three P lay s  f o r  P u r i ­
tan s  was p u b lish ed .
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young lad y  provided ex p re ss ly  fo r  him to  f a l l  in  love 

w ith .." !  I n  Back to  M ethuselah i t s e l f  th e re  i s  essen­

t i a l l y  none o f t h i s ;  such love a f f a i r s  as th e re  a re  

a re  p aro d ie s  and b u rlesq u es : Savvy and Haslam, Burge- 

Lubin and th e  N egress, S trephon  and C hloe. Shaw was 

n o t adverse  to  rom antic lo v e , a theme which he could 

hand le  on occasion  w ith  g r e a t ,  i f  i r o n ic ,  s e n s i t iv i ty #

He enjoyed and e x p lo ite d  i t  so long as  i t  could be 

t r e a te d  as y o u th fu l in f a tu a t io n  o r as an o rgan ic  p a r t  

o f  th e  p la y --sa y  as a to o l  o f th e  L ife  F o rce , a s  in  Man 

and Superman, o r as  a p a r t  of a p sy ch o lo g ica l s tu d y , as 

in  C andida. He balked  a t  th e  sen tim en ta l love a f f a i r  

when used f o r  i t s  own sake e i th e r  as  th e  m ajor theme of 

a p lay  or as  a d ig re s s iv e ,  g ra tu ito u s  secondary a c tio n .

W hile Shaw, in  th e o ry , approved of u to p ia n  schemes 

only  i f  th ey  were w orkable and were provided w ith  a 

means o f im plem entation , he n e v e r th e le s s  responded warm- 

ly  to  th e  wholly f a n t a s t i c ,  bu t c r i t i c a l l y  p u rp o se fu l, 

s a t i r i c  u to p ia s . Thus h is  a l lu s io n s  to  B u t l e r 's  Erewhon»

■^Bernard Shaw, Three P lay s  fo r  P u r i ta n s  (London, 
1931)» P» x v i i i .  I t  might w ell be noted  th a t  up to  th i s  
p o in t ,  Shaw was f a c tu a l ly  c o r r e c t ,  b u t,  h is  memory p lay ­
in g  him f a l s e ,  he went on to  in tro d u ce  an ep isode q u ite  
apocryphal to  B e llam y 's  n o v e l. Shaw d escrib ed  th e  ep i­
sode th u s: "Women have by th a t  tim e g iven  up w earing
s k i r t s ;  b u t {the h e ro in ^ ] , to  spare [ th e  n a r r a to r 's ]  
d e lic a c y , g e ts  one ou t o f a museum of a n t iq u i t i e s  to  
wear in  h is  p resence u n t i l  he i s  hardened to  th e  customs 
of th e  new ag e ."
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