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INTRODUCTION

Until recent years the historical spirit in 3outh Africa
has been too weak to overaome tradition warped by sentiment.
This has been especially true in historical writings des-
eribing the attitude of the Boers towards the natives and
the ocolonial government and the relations of the mission-
aries with the Boers, the natives, and the British and Col~
onial govermments. Too often the missionary has been deplot-
ed as a mmug, sanotimonious pealm-singing man with a Bible
in his hand and an umbrelle under his amm. ¥Frequently,pre-
Judiced writers have portrayed the Boer as a ruffian who wms
careless of the rights of the nmative to land amd life. Many
times,South African writers have plotured thes Coloniel and
British governments as hostile to Boer interests and pre-
Judiced in favor of the natives. This 13 in strong contrast
to missionary historians who accuse the govermment of ignor-
ing native interests in order to win Beer alleglance.

This problem of the confliot of euthorities upon such
controversial issues makes it essential to exercise care in
handling both souroce and secondary materisls. John Chage,
an early South African historian, George M. Theal, an
authoritative hlstorian on the affairs of South Afrioca,
George Cory, the author of a voluminous work on South Africa,
and Jan Du Plesslis, the capahle historian of South African
missiong--all unite to defend the Boers and the English
colontests. Though they usually admit the good intentions of
miasionaries, they condemn them as ignorant or misgulded men
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who have bsen led astray by thelr enthusiamm for the natives.

In contrast to these somewhat bdiased historians are
writers such es Cappon, MacMillan, and Clinton who defend
the missionaries as statesmen whose vision reached beyond
their own time. James Cappon, who used rthe same records as
Theal, adopted the imperial viewpoint. He defended the im-
perial govermment and the missionaries against Theal's
charges. Willlsm MacMillen, whose two excellent books are
based upon the FPhilip manusoripts, used the facts galned
during his study to present his thesis for the settlement of
the ourrent native problem in South Afriea. Desmond Clinton,
whose work was besed upon source materials in the London
office of the London Missionary Soelety, defended the policy
of that Soolety in South Africa from 1799 to 1836.

Other writers presented views which mediate between the
pro and anti-missionary viewpoints. Erio Walker, the writer
of an excellent history of South Afrieca, and writers in
Volumes II and VIII of the Cambridge History of the British
Empire presented a more balanced pieture of events, Their
desoription of events appsared to be substantiated by such
secondary and primary materisls as were avallable. Although
the writer did not have aocess to the correspondence of tha
nissionary socleties, much primary material was availeble
in MacMillan's sxoellent astudies of Philip's papers. !l'hm

-, 1
studles appeared to be the apt enswer to Cory's sarcastic note

1. George E. Cory

The I a {6 vols, Londén
1510-1930) , TT+26d. ! '
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stating that, es Philip's heirs had refused him access to
Philip's papers, he could not come, with the evidence avail-
able $0 him then, to any conolusion other thaen one unfavor-
able to the missionaries when compared with the officials of
the Colonial govermment. _

The primary material available ineoluded the works of
travellers of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
who eilther visited or reslded in South Africa. They recorded
their impressions of the relations between the Boers and the
natives. In addition to the books written by Fhilip, Moffat,
and Livingstone there are official doouments suoh as the
Parliamentary Papers and Hansard; papers such as the London

Times, ourrent megazines, periodicals, end many biographies
and autoblographies of the ohief actors in the drama of
Africen history during the period studled. Collections of
letters offered valuable materials which alded in rounding
out the story of the part played by missionaries in their
efforts to champion the natives.

The unfortunate dlased view of South African history,
which has been deseribed, had its origin in the juxtaposition
of two sets of ciroumstances of tremendous importance in the
story of imperial relations in Africa after 1800. The first
was the rise of humanitarianiasm snd misslonary soclietles in
Englend in the late eighteenth century because of a resurgence
of religious feeling following the Wesleyan and evangelical
revivals. The other oircumstance of importance was the con-
quaest of Cape Colony by England early in the nineteenth
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century. By this acquisition England inherited the ready-
nade problem‘ef confliot between the Boers and ths natives.
The arrival of missionaries from the English socleties ine
tonsified the government's diffiouliies, for the mission-
aries, partlcularly those of the London Soslety, sympathized
with the nativesz and opposed the Boers.

The missionaries viewed the native as a human being
who was capable of vising in the soale of aivilization and
who was worthy of oivil equality with the Buropean. They
therefore maintained that the native's right to his land
should be protected from Buropean land-grabbewrs, This con-
cept was anathema to the Boers, who, as devoted readers of
the 0ld Testament, belleved that the natives were the sons
of Ham whom Noah had oursed. Therefore, they were fit only
t0 be servants to the superior race who should sequire the
land which they held, With these opposing viewpolnts 1t is
apparent that missionary idealism wrs bound to olash with
Boer pragmatism, Often,the oolonial governor sided with the
Boers, but,ss he was subject to the English Colonial Office,
he had to carry cut the will of the imperial govermment.
The missionaries, through the humanitariens and the middle’
and lower c¢lass supporters of missions in England, could so
gulde puhlioc opinion as to bring pressure upen the English
government to carry out thelr poliecy in South Afrieca. Some
of the govermors at the Cape, however, were friendly to
migsions.

The London Migsionary Soolety was the group most con-
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5

cerned with political events in South Africa from 1800 to
about 1860, The majority of its men worked for the oone
version and ¢lvilization of the native. They tried to
thwart the efforts of Buropeans to rob him of his land and
to take his labor for little or nothing, Vanderkemp, Philip,
Moffat, and later Iivingstone, were the most assiduous in
their efforts to proteet the native. Through Vanderkemp and
Phillp, the natives in Cape Colony were given oivil rights
by 1888. Philip, by political aotion, and Moffat, by giving
the Bantu the Bible in thelr own tongue, endeavored to proe-
tect the EKaffirs and Beohuanas from the rapacity of Buropean
adventurers. Livingstons centered his efforts upon openiung
up south eentral Africa to miassions and legitimate commerce
in order to suppress the Arad and Portugese slave trade,

The ehronological limits of 1799 and 1857 were ohosen
because in 1799 the first representatives of the London
Soclety arrived in South Africa. By 18857 Livingstone had
severed his officlal connection with the Soclety and Moffat
hed completed his translation of the Bidble into Sechuana.
The latter dete, as the terminus of this investigation, ex-
oludes those aoctivities of John Magkenzle from 1880 to 1885
which were instrumental in preventing the Boer aaéuﬁaitien
of Bechuanaland. Thla story has been cmitted because it
has baen more gdequately treated by others than the subjects
of this study.

£, See William D. Mackenzie, John Mag
Statesman{london, :
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The term South Africa is not used In the political asense,
for in this investigation 1t will designate the exrea south
of the Kunene River in Angola and the Zambezl River in East
Afriea. Thls is, roughly, the land south of 15 degrees south
1at1zuae.3 |

The firat object of this lnvestigetion is the discovery
and description of the fields of activity of the London
Missionary Soclety from 1799 to 1887. The work of Vander-
kemp, Read, Pnillp, Moffat, and Livingstone will be veleted
to the imperial aml colonlal polioy of the day and the amount
of influenoe they had on that polioy will be discussed.
Another objective will be the revelation of the elose con-
nection between these men and English public opinion through
the mediwm of the humanitarians of the "Clapham Seot" and
their friends as well as through the influenoce of their

~ English supporters of miesions whose influence has been

colleotively summed up in the phrase "RExeter Hall." The in-
vestigation will reveal that the essential cause of the con-
fllcts between missionaries and Boers was the difference
between the fundamental philosophies of missionery idealism
and colonial pragmatism. Another objective will be the dis~
olosure that the fdealistio olimate of opinlon in England
betwgen 1828 and 1860 was more favorable to the missionaries
than' to the Boers.

3. There is an excellent map to must.rate thia usage in the
back of Vol. I of Frederick P, Noble, Zhe Redsm _.
Afrioca(2 vols., Chioago, 1899).
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Chapter I
THE SETTING

A gurvey of the religious situation on the Continent and
in England and of the politlioal scene in South Afriea about
1800 1s essential to give an adsquate background for any study
of miasionary activity in South Africa during the first half
of the nineteenth century. The purpose of this chapter will
be the presentation of such a survey.

By 1700 the wave of religious enthusiasm generated in
Europe by ths Protestant Revolution of the sixteenth ocentury
had been dissipated by religlous wars and theologioal dise
putes. A period, marked by dry orthodoxy and lack of moral
earnestness,followed until the work of August Franoke and
Philip Spener resulted in a new awakening of religious en-
thusiasm called Pietism. The consequent missionary spirit,
whioch centered on the estate of Zinzendorf at Herrnhut,brought
about the oreation of the Moravian missionary mavement.l
George Schmidt, the first missionary to South Africa, went
there in 1737. He began work among the Hottentots at Baviaans-
kloof or, .as it was later ocalled, Gnadendal.

In 1743 the Dutoh authorities forced him to return to
Burope because his Horavian ordination and his baptism of
five converts was not recognized by the Dutch Reformed clergy.
Moreover, not until 1792 were the Moravians once more allowed

lo 30\)01‘?- Kt» ﬂiahﬂla’ A LBl astom e AR WAL
vols., Philadelphia, rev. ed., 1930), 1l:9
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to send missionaries to the ‘-'38.1)43.8 Though Theel cites the
breach of ministerial etiquette as the reason for Sclmidt's
departure, the oivilizing of the Hottentots which caused them
to place a higher value on thelr labor seemed more likely to
have been the real cause.s Besides, as the native supply of
labor was depleted and, as the mission oocoupled valuable
ground, the Boars beocame dlsgruntled. The work whioch the Mor-
avians resumed at Gnédemal in 1792 so prospered that Governor
Caledon in 1808 granted them a new site at Groenekloof. Thelr
work continued to advance despite sporadic Boer opposition
caused by the reasons mentioned above.® Thers is also a dir-
ect connection betwoen the Moravians and the great revival in
England sinoe John Wesley, the apostle of that awakening, was
converted by 't‘,h‘m.5

The compromise of the sixteenth century religious settle~
ment in Englend had no place for missionary work. Later, in
the seventeenth century. the moral earnestness of the Puritans
found vent in the strugele to deside whether king or Pailiament
should be supreme. Not until the mid-eighteenth century were
the stagnation of the Anglican church and the deism of the
intellectuals disturbed by the revival resulting from the
preaching of Wesley and Charles Whitfield. This movement re-

s V11234, 276-456.
y ITI:118-122.
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sulted in the foundation of Wesleyan chapels and the calvine
istic churches of Whitfield, The revival spread to the
Angliocan churoh where the resultant awakening of clergymen
and laymen within that church was labelled evangelicaliam,
This revival, both inside and outside the Anglican ohurch,
caused the rise of a humanitarian movement which found express-
ion in the antli-slavery movement, in support of the African
Aggoolation founded in 1788 to explore Africa, in prison and
faotory reform, and in the oreation of missionary soniatieafe
The political strength of the evangelliocals focused in
that group of well-to~-do and earnest shurclmen who lived on
Clapham Cormons. They were known as the Clapham Seot, This
group streased moral and social improvement of the individual
rather than political reform. Indeed,in their alliance with
the governing olass they often opposed politioal reform, Un-
til about 1850 the Clapham Seot, many of them closely linked
by intermarriage, had oconsiderable influence on English im-
perial poliocy. By that date the first and second generation
nembers of the Seot had passed off the soene. Moreover,the
Oxford movement diverted the attention of shurchmen from the
welfare of the aborigines, Finanoiel stringenoy in the mission-
ary soccleties led to retrenchment of their work. Insistence
upon economy in government preventsd further imperial expansion

6. Kenneth 8. Latourette, Apng Dominl (New York, 1940), 157,
169, 175-178. _
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10

to protect the nativea.?

The Clapham Seot used the great oval library in the home
of Henry Thornton as thelr headquarters. The ocldest member
of the group which met there was Granville Sharpe who had
brought about the end of alavery within England. The host,
Thornton, was a wealthy banker who had been shalyman of the
philanthropic Sierra Leone Compeny which was founded to settle
freed slaves in Sierra Leons.” Charles Grant, chairman of the
Board of Directors of the East India Company and the fathsr of
the famous Colonial Secretary,lord Glenelg, and John Shore,
later Lord Teigmmouth,who was a former governor of Bengal and
the first Pregident of the British and Forelgn Bible Sooliety,
were both members. Zachariah Macaulay, who was governor of
Sierra Leone from 1794 to 1799, and James Stephen, the father
of 8ir James 8tephen, were always present. Henry Venn, rector
of Clapham Church from 1792 to 1813, was the spiritual adviser
of the group, Williem ﬁuberi’orce? the great abolitionist,
was perhaps the most famous member of the coterle who met in
Thornton's home.

The career of Wilberforce, who was for many years a olose
friend of Williem Pitt the Younger, 11lustrates the influence

London, 1907 SW-244 ot Taginald Uouplend, NI
ratiye 6::0:@, 1923), 18, 468-47 and The Sopbrtis
gh Enpire (B vuls., Cambridge, .940],
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which the group exsrted. His effort to make the slave trade
1llegal for Englliah traders was orowned with success in 1807.
In 1823 he persuaded Buxton to assume leadership in the struggle
to emancipate the aslaves of the British Empire. He wasjalso

(\J v » y -
3ty which was written to promote moral improvement in the

0 10
F~ classes designated in the title of the book,  In addition,he

was interested in the education of the lower classes. He and

his friends, however, were more influential in the founding of
missionary soclaeties and in supporting them in Parlisment by
fighting for the welfare of the natives.

Similarly to the humanitariens, who were nioknamed the
Clapham Sect or the Saints, the nicknsme Exeter Hall became
a gynonym by which historians expressed the missionary in-
fluence in English public life. Exeter Hall in the Strand was
the center in which soeleties such as the Bible Society, the
Church Missionary Soclety, the London Kissionary, and other
religious groups held their annual meetings. The Exeter Hall
influence in politlocs reached the height of its power in the
period from 1830 to 1850 and from 1860 to 1870 gave strong
support to Livingstome's work. It worked with the Clapham
Seot untill that group was breken up by the death of its mem-

10, Gouplandi Eu.%::gng. 93, 119, 343, 470 of. HaoMillen,

389724
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bers. From then on 1t took the place of the humanitarians as
a defender of the nativea.u

Societles for missionary enterprise to foreign countries
were founded after 1792 as a result of the aroused Protestant
consoieme.m Societies founded between 1792 and 1833 began
to send missionaries to the South Seas, Indle, and Africa.
Earlier socletles, such as the Soclety for the Propaegation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, founded in 1701, had attended to
the religilous needs of the colonists and ignored the natives,
William Carey, after the foundation of the Baptist Missionary
Soclety in 1792, began work with the natives in India. Then
in rapid suocession ocame the L. M, 8. in 1798, the Glasgow
Missionary Society in 1797, the Church Missionary Soclety of
the evangellocals in 1799 and the Wesleyan Missionary Society
which was formally founded in 1817.13 A reporter, writing in
e, held that the excellent organization of
these saeietiss,, with central headquarters, district offioces,
and loeal branch societies snabled them to colleot money for
nmissions easily and Yo organize public opinion quickly. Hore-
over,thess sooleties were in touch with the humanitarian

leaders suoh as Wilberforce amd Buxton and were ready to prop-

11. Oliver Yorke, "The May Carnival at Exeter Hall" in '
Maps 93-1 (&ugust, 183‘7 of. James A, Wil n,
*E,‘m*?i .i-l,,@.!“d' R (ng York,bleal) 11:386.
FTrOoNn ; * e usg
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13

agandize their constituents whenever these leaders or mission-
aries in the fleld dealred such action.14
decausethe L. M, 8. is central in this investigation, some

attention should be glven to its founding. 4 letter from Carey
to Rylands, a Congregational minister of Bristol, led the
Independents to feel a need for a society of their own. This
need was implemented by an arkidle in the September issue of

’ g written by the editor David Bogue.
A Dr, Hawels in a review of a book on missiona in the November
issus, offered BH500 to equip six missionaries to the South Seas.
After several meetings for comsultation in London,a ocirocular
was sent out ocalling for a mneting of Independent clergyman
and laymen to found an interdencminational misslonary soclety.
The London Missionary Sooclety wes organized in Spa Flelds
Chapel, London in September, 1795. and Dirsoctors were chosen.
The first missionaries were sent to the South Seas in 1797.15
Fever coupled with the poor quallty of the workers ceused the
failure of a mission to the Foulahs of West Atrioa.ls Not
until 1799 was lasting work in Africa commenced at the Cape,

In addition to its work in Africa through Vanderkemp,
Philip, Moffat, end Livingstone, the Roclety. in 1813, was in-
fluential in opening India to missionary work. It also opposed

Weat Indien slavery, especlally after the death in a West

g (Bdinburgh and London), XV:886-687,

(London, 1899), T:4-50.
16, Ipid., I:479-480.
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17
Indian prison of one of its mliasionaries.

Many historians have both accused the L. M. 8. of undue
influence ia the politloal life of Cape Colony and praised the
Moraviens and Wealeyans for avoiding politics, It must de
remembered though, that the Moravians were a fomign soclety
in & land controlled by the British. Moreover, they had had
difficultles of a political nature in 1793 and 1794 when the
Duteh govermment still controlled the Cape. The Methodists,
who began work in Afrioa in 1816, were more conservative and
at first served only the religlous needs of the settlers. They,
too, in the elghteen thirties mixed in political issues when
thelr charges were affected. The L. M, 8,, working exclusive-
ly with natives with whom the Boers were in conflict, was
forced elther to enter the political arena or see 1ts ine-
stitutions ruined. Again,the eongmgational system of govern=
ment left the individual missionary free, to & large extent,
to form his own policies. He was thus everse to any central
oontrol. The interdenominational character of the soclety,
which led to the enlistment of men of different nationalities,
of varied occcupations and levels of eduscation, often dbrought
interference in politiocel affalrs. It was for these reasons
that the ideas of strong men such as Philip and Livingstone
often became the polioy of the goclety in Africa.m

The misaionaries, either through the Secretary of the

17, ., 1:108-109.
18, 'B._B,, VII1:283-284, of. MacMillan, Colour Question,
87-88.
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