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Chapter I
OVERVIEY OF THE PROBLEM

Introduction

The technological and sociological changes of our day
has necessitated this study of curricuium deveicomesnt for the
adult learmer in the field of nursing edu - .ion,

In the field of adult education a body of speclalized
knowledge and techniques have emerged, Thorndike in a landmark study
of 1928 published a report of research which disclosed that the
ab1ity of adults to learn declined very little with age,l Dewey
enphasized the importance of adult learning as a continuing life-long
prcx:es.s.2 More recently, Neugarten correlated personality changes
of the adult with the vhysiologlecal changes which occur in the normal
aging process and the sociological re-orientation induced by the
revalent culture pattern,> Each contributed to the growing tody of
literature establishing specific characteristics of the adult 1ea:fner.u

! saward Thorndike, Aduit Learning (New York: HacMillan, 1928),

P. 3i.

Zjohn Dewey, Democracy and Education (New York: Macijllan,
1920), p. 65. ‘

3 Rernica 1., Nangarten and Assoelatas, Parsonality in

Middle and Late Life (New Yorks Frentice-Hall, Inc, 1964) pp. &=ii3,

h'Ha.rry L, Miller, Teaching and Learning in Adult Education
(Toronto: The MacMillan Co,, 1964), bp, 1-51,

i
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Esiablishaent of theory for the field of adult educatlon
has been a slow Trocess, Similar mroblems have been encountered
within other disciplines in attempts to study individual characteristics
which must bs guantified 1n terms of the observed and verkal
statements of the expsrimental subjects, The difficulties have not
removed the usefulness of the various findings nor the necessity for
continued studies in anticipation of the establishment of additional
theory supported by empirical findings,

For the field of adult education, Knowles indicates that
a2 distinctlive theory of adult instruction has developed ealled
"andragogy¥., Andragogy is "mremised on at least four crucial
assumptions about the characteristics of adult learners that are
different from the assumptions about the child learners on which
traditional pedagogy is Izremised."i The establishment of these comcepts
about the adnlt learner within a context which suggest guidelines for
implementation of curriculum based upon these aﬁnlt characteristics
rrovide a defined body of knowledge at a time it is needed by the
teacher of adults, This body of material is not applied universally
to the aduli seeking additional learning experiences.

Thirty years ago, oniy one out of every elght Amerilcans
at work had bsen to high school, Today four out of every five

2
cf +tha young Pee?le aof l-nn‘h anknal age atta nd igh Sc'lﬁ\Ml In tha

1Ma.1com S. Knowles, The Modern Practice of Adult Education
(New York: Association Press, 1970), Dp. 39-55

- "

_‘-

E-l- oy

tzioni and E, BEtzioni, Sccial Changs (New Yorks Basic
BOOks Inc-, 196}4’)0 P, 23?.
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United States, for those Americans who dropped out of high school

before graduation, for those who were unable to utilize the back-

ground which the perlod in high school mrovided toward job skill

acguisition; and for those who have found ii necessary to upgrade
job skills, continuation in areas of education as adults has
become a necessity. Etzioni indicatss that

In the American work force of thirty years ago,

there were at most three college graduates for every

hundred men and women at work, There are eighteen today....

On top of all this, adult education is booming.... Adult
education during the last fifteen years has been growing faster
in this country than college enrollment, And now, increasingly,
it means advanced sducation for the already highly educated....
Some fifty universities - in addition to a dozen large companies
and professional management assoclations = offer advanced
management courses to successful men in the middle and

upper ranks of buslness Yho usually already have college

if not advanced degrees,

A vast number of adults who have found additional education

necessary hav ter with a largs mmber of educators in regard +o

a
- v

their education problems, The learnsr often has not been ready to

accept the change in his mode of thinking necessitated by additional
education, The educator has not been ready to accept the change in
his approach to teaching that work with adult learners necessitates,

The dilemma of adult education is precisely that when

people think of education,their images are taken from

their own memories and from the urgent need to induce the
young to take on the responsibilities and burdens of adulthood
and the behavior apmropriate to that status, To the extent

thet the adult educator, at whatever level he operates and what-
ever his purposes, sees clearly the special problems of teaching
the already adult as special, the more effective he is likely

to be, The cynicism about teaching adults one finds among some

university people; as well as the indignant, sentimental

184101, p. 237
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L
delfensiveness ence common in aduli education itself, equally
miss the sducatieonal poimt, Thers are cemsiderabie and vaiid
differences between the enterprise deveted te the large and
necessary task of socializing the young and that which peys
attention to the learning needs of the werid of agnlis;
differences in the aprromiateness of metheds....

One of the hazards of education for the adult learmer Las
besen the educator who has memories of certain hurdles he had to jump
in erdsr to compleie a particular course, Having had te overcome these
hurdles in order te attain his present situation, the teacher sees them
as necessary hurdles for the wezsnt learaner 1o jnap,z Fhen assessed in
light of needs, .m#i:ivatiens, or goals of the adult learmer, these hurdles
may have little or no educational merit, It has become increasingly
clear that as Sterm and Missal state:

the adult student body is made up of several widely differing
publics, many of which bear little resemblance to the

typical day session undergraduate, Among them there is

alrost always a small group of mature peeple with trained minds
and a hreadth of speclialiced axnariense, Thelir motivadion and
eagerness for learning leadd them to search fer college or
university=level adult programs, For such comstituencies, the
basic curriculum, originally planned for the young undergraduate
fresh frem high:school, will net suffice, Even modification in
content and method are not enough unless the latter are
associaied with a genuine effort to re-examine the aims and
purposes of such dlseiplines and to expgnd and enrich the eur-
riculum in conformity with adult needs,

Among those miilions of aduits in search of additional learning

eéxpseriences are many of the 559,000 non-degree 'g:a.dua,te nurses of the

i e -
Hemry I, Miller, Tsaching and Learning 1n Adult Education

(Torento, Canada; The MacHlllan Company, 196%), p.2,

2 Mheodore Caplow, The Academic Marketplace (New York:
Basic Bssks, Ime., 1958), p, 12,

“Bernard H, Sterm and Elisworth Missal, Adult Experience
and College Degrees (Cleveland, Ohios The Press of Western Reserve
University, 1960) p. ii,
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5
659,000 registered nursesi involved in the health care of the eitizens

of this nation, The multiple technological and soclological changes
which have affected society at large and the health care field in
specific have been instrumental in the creation of educational needs
for this group of adult learners,
through the diploma programs, These mrograms were rrimarily
apprenticeship programs in which the methods expected to rroduce
learning were observatlon, trial-and-error learning, and an
exchange of expex:iences.2

In 1946, E, Brown suggested speclal programs should be
structured for the non-degree g:'a.dtiate nurse to afford the student the
opportunity to up-date his kimwledge.3 There is evidence more non-
degree graduates were inted admission o a larger number of the
mrogramns which had been develered for the education of the
taccalaureate nursing student, In 1970, E, Brown reviewed the study of
1946 and suggested again that plans should be instituted for updating
of educational experiences for the non-degree group of learners,
It was suggested that particular atiention should be directed toward
planning mrograms aroung the experiential material the learner should

be able to provide,h' Rrown's repeating of +the suggestion made in 1946

1Amerimn Nurses Association (ed,), Facts About Nursing
(New York: American Nurses Association, 1969), p, 10,

2E.e;'!:her Iucile Brown. Nursing for the Future (New Vork.
Russel Szge Foundation, 19!%8), P. 48,

3Esther L. Brown, p, 144,

z}Es-‘c.her L, Brown, Nursing Reconsidered (Philadelphia:
J.B, Lippincott Company, 1970, pp, 108 - 120,
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in the recommendations of 1970 that programs be developed which
were cognizant of the specific characteristics of the adult learmer

implies that 1itile change in the educational pattern for providing

tional exneriancaes

— - — S — — e L - s -

* tha non-dacrea orasuate mwmwas

e ™ e Ko = SN W Ak e

result of Brown's sarlier sugeestion a challenge examination is
known to have been utilized for placement of the non-dezree graduate
nurse within some on-going mrograms of zmrsi.ng.1
The sociclogical study of the nursing imofezsien undsriaken
by the Cemter for Secial Organizaiienm Studies, University of Chicago,
found the usual apmroach for pmroviding additional educaticnal
experiences for the non~degree graduate nurse has 'been through the
coaching of the chief physician or his assistants in a ﬁospital setting
and through the non-degree graduate's own immovative e:f:’i’c.n:ﬂlus.2
This study was supportive of Brown's recommendation that nurse educators
should assume:i'esponsibility for the develomment of programs for the
updating of educational experience for the non-degree graduate nurse.3
The summary of the small group dlscussions occuring at the
1971 convention for the National League of Nursing as zeported im the

American Journal of Nm:singu and literature precipitated by the

2 P Y T ey
1Har1ene Kranter, "Credit for Compstendy,” Amsrican Jourmsl

PP Y

of Wursing, IXX (Aprii, 1970), 793-798.

ZFred Davis (ed.)S The Nursing Profession (New Yorks John

Wiley and Soms, Ine,, 1966), p. 149,
BMCHQ » 4N
rm TRy e AV g
L

American Journal of Nursing, "NSNA and NLN Convene in Dallas,"
Americsn Jouranl of Nursing, LXXI (June, 1971), 1176,
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discussions (i.e,, Monieg 2z2d Ingles, "Dehate: The Ladder'
Goncspt of Nursing Education"!) indleated those involved in mwsing
education are taking initlal steps for the implementation of RErown's
recommendation related to the up-dating of the educatienal
experiences for the non-degree graduate nurse,

Toffler indicates the tschmoclogical and sociologissl
changes which have mecipitated the incrsased need for additional
learning experiences will coniinue at an increasing pacs, For
survival, those responsible for patteras of education in the
field of health care will be forced to continue to update the eduncational
117:c>cetss.2 Brown and Davis found the fermal siructure for up-dating
educational experiences for the non-degree graduate nurse has been
in the educational structure provided for the baccalaureate student.3
Millar 6 Stern, and Neugarten have indicated there are characteristics
of the adult learner which differ from those of the non-adult 1ea.rner.b
Knowles has indieated these characteristics should be recognized in
determining the methodology to be utilized im helping the adult iea:n.

L111ared Montag and Thelma Ingles, "Detate: The Ladder
Concept of Nursing Edueation,” HNursing Outlock, XIX
(November, 1971), p. 726.

2plvin Toffler, Future Sheck (New York: Rendom House, 1970),

b, 180,
2 . T,
“Devis, pp, 15i-i75,

"’Miller, P. 2; Stern, p.ii; Neugartem, pp. 44.113,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



8
In view of 1, the continuing impact of technological and

1

sociological change upon the health-care field,” 2, the large

number ¢f non-degree graduates invelved with providing health care in

and 5. Brown"s recommendations that nurse educators sheuld assume
responsibllity for the develorment of programs for the updating of
5

educational experience for the non-degree graduate nurse,” the current
study was undertaken to determine if curriculum for the non-degree
graduate nurse is being implemented utilizing the guidelines suggested
by the established concepts about the characteristics of the adult

learner, ,

Lretfier, p. 180..

2American Nurses Association, p, 10,

PRI S, ks

* —— R Ko
nNougeaL vwen, pp. Wve=Ll)

uKnowlesa PP 39-55.

SE. Brown, p. 48,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



THE FROBLEMN

The mroblem of this study 1s to ascertain the extent to
which generally-held concepis about the adult learner are utilized
in curriculum planning for the non-degree graduate nurse within

certain current academic settings,

Delineation of Area for Study
A study of the extent to which the generally-held
concepts about the adult learner are used to develop the curriculum for
non-degree nurses requiring the assessment of the followings
1.) the orientation of the faculty member to nursing;
2,) the orientation of the faculty member to concepts of adult
education;
3.) the ability of the faculiy member to define the manner in
which the adult learner differs from the non-adult learner;
L.} the perception of the feculiy member of the role and value of
acquired experiences of ths learner; and |
5.) the understanding of the faculty member of specific differences
of the aduit iearmsr from the non-adult lsarmer in the conslderation

of develomment of a curriculum for the non-degree graudate,
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Definition of Terms

Adult learner - learner because of adulthood, maturity,

defined the marticimation therein,

Non-degree graduate nurse - a person who has completed an
acceptable mrogram of nursing, who is thus
eligible for the Board examination for nurse
mractice licensure, but who is not eliglble for a
baccalaureate degree until additional work is taken in

an accredlted baccalaureate nursing progranm,

Generic student - the student in.a colleglate nursing
mrogram, This student has had a minimal interval of

time between high school and college, The individual

has not completed 2 program in nursing previous to
admission,

2
Andragogy - the art and science of helplng adults learn,”

‘zquard C, Lindeman, The Meaning of Adult Education
(Montreals Harvest House, 19¢1), p, 5,

ZMa.lcom S, Knowles, The Modern Practice of Adult Education
(New York: Assoclation &ess, 1970), p. 39,
§
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Issues

The review of literature indicates that the preblem te be
studied has evelved frem issues related to the histerical
development of nursing and nursing curricula, spseific characteristies
of the adult learner, the existance of methedslegy and techniques
for helplng the adult learn, the changing rele of autherity in the
social structure, the present structures utilized for the educational
rreparation of the adult learner, and the lmpact of technelegical and
socielogical change upsn mresent day imstitulions, To an extent that
varies for each individual, the issues presented by the literature
affect decisions made about curriculum development by a faculty memaber
gervin

a )
g-‘-’-s -nv=uvb A4

History and Curriculum Development

In the United States, the first pregram of nursing
officially epened in 1872 at the New England Hespltal for Women and
Children, The "Standzard Currilculum fer Nursing Scheols" was
Published in 1917 and revised in 1927, The siandards were cencsrned
with the hours of insu'uction; specific course content, and bed
caracity for patienmtis inm the climleal aresd of the hespital utilized
for clinical experience, Develerment of nursing competency was

related teo the avall

2 L 2 S e e =23 o ancm B
Yility ef clinical sxpsxisnss afisr the patisrm

:

- ea

established by the Americam FMedical Asseciation criteria fer the
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12
1 It is not uncommon to hear the

training of the medical students,
same standard referred to in 1972 as a basis for a decision for
determining the number of students who can be admitted for a

rarticular nursing TCOEranm.

in 1937 replaced the earlier suggested currleculum pattern., Of the
1937 "Currieulum Cuide" Amy Franels Brown has said, "it irobably
remresented the best thinking concerning nursing of the time, One
of the more serious lacks of the study which was to have such wide
influence was the absence of a clearly stated ;ixilasop‘ay."z Brown
suggested in 1960 that an updated guide needed to be published.3 A
new gulde has not been produced. The guldeline of 1937 apparently
remain in use in 1972, BErown further indicated that only a small
portion of faculty members who worked with curriculum planning as
late ‘as 1960 were equipped to use a sound methodology.a
General education, defined as "that part of a student's

total education that mrepares him to live rather than just to make a

11ving"5 was not present in the earlier period of nursing development.

‘National League of Nursing Education, A Curriculum For
Schools of Nursing, A Report prepared by the Commititee on Educatlon
of the National League of Nursing Education, (New York: National
League of Nursing Education, 1932), p. 21.

2 . a - - - h ot - -l
“Amy Francis Brown, Curricuium Deveiopment {Tniladelphias
Saunders, 1960), p, 6.

3Amy Francis Browm, p, 38,
L

A Tlocm ol o TPeacwae
Amy Francis Boowi, Pe J7s

SW . Paul Stickler and others, General Education: A Univer-
sity Program in Action (Dubuque, Iowa: William C, Erown, 1950), P. S,
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Utilimation of general educsation in curriculum development was
further impeded by the restrictive laws or regulations in many states
of the United States, These laws impose difflculties in licensing
the nurse who has not had a designated number of days of experience
in performing certain tasks,

Esther Iucile Brown indicated in "Nursing for the Future"
pablished in 1946 that the system of the preparation of nurses to

care for the sick was primarily that of apprenticeship preparation.i

Knowles writing in the 1960 *Handbook for Adulti Bducation" imdicated
that apprenticeship tralning as a méthod expected to tring about
learning can be assumed to have consisted of observations, trial and
error learning, and exchange of experience.2 Assessing the pattern
for education in ‘the nursing programs in the United States, Davis
indicates in writings of 1966 that "despite a long-term decrease
in diploma—granting hospltal schools of nursing (there were 874 in
1962) they still out-number collegiate schools by almost five to <.sne.3
Based on Brown's and Davisg' findings, the method expected to tring
about learning can be assumed to be that of apprenticeshlp,
Gwynn found in studies of teacher education

the kind of preparation received by the teacher-candidate

or the teacher in service practically predetermines whether

the teacher will take an active and intelligent part in

curriculum improvement; though this is a troad s&atement,
evidence from the studlies.,. tends to confirm it,

1Esi:he::‘ Lucile Brown, p, 48,

< . «
“Malcom S, Knowles (¢d,), Hendbook of Adult Education in the
United States (Washinton, D, C,: Adult Education Association, i960), p.7.

Jpavis, p. 149,

uMinor Gwynn, Curriculum Principles and Social Trend
(New York: The MacMillan Company, 1948), p, 47,
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On this basis, it could bs anticipatsd that & very large group of

the adult learners in nursing, the 559,000 non-degree graduate nurses
who have completed apmrenticeship mrograms will teach much as they
were taught, If they were expecied to learm froR random, vnexamined
experience, they will likely expect those they must teach to learn
from random and unexamined experiences, |

The sociologieal and technological changes occurring at an
increasing tempo affect all aspects of the health care field, For
the non~degree graduate mwrse, the apmrenticeship method of learniag
may no longer be the most effective method of learning to be
utilized for the up-dating of knowledge essential for: improved health
care, It could be anticipated that speclal methods and approaches
found relevant for enhancing learning for adult learners could
generally be utilized effectively for the non-degree graduate nurse,

The historical development of nursing programs which has’
resulted in the diploma-granting hospital scheols of nursing

i

out=numbering the colleglate schools™ has resulted in the non-~degree

@ wulaa
&

e o T -
ELGQHGW LWL DT W

L w322 22 e e R o
=N

is iz nssd of additliomal learuing expsricnces i=ing
employed in institutions without established formats for mroviding
additional educational learning aectivities for the individual no
longer classed as a student, Utlilizing an apmroach to mrogram planning
by determining the adult interests may f’ind‘ ready acceptance in

this structure popuiated by adult learners, Having once determined

the interests for which Irograms may need to be planned, it could

be anticipated Turther pianning would be along lines utilizing. the

1Da.v!.s, p. 149,
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matheds of aduli educatien relevant feor enhaneing the learning of
the adult learner. Theser=thods are of 2 typs which eould be
implemented in the imstitutional setting in which the non-degree
graduats nurss 1s smploysd.

To date, implementation of additlonal learning expsriences
have largely been seen as the responsibility of educational institutions
external to the hespital struecture, It could be anticipated that

exposure to methodology other than that of the apmrenticeship typs

apmreach t2 learning weuld move currionivm develspment aleng the
i

lines recommended by E. Brown in Nursing Reconsidered,

Origin of Curriculum Pattern
Five of every six reglstered nurses were thrust as adolescents
into a highly technical mregram without 2 basis for gemeral sducation

as a foundation. 2

Bridgmen indicated the purpose for supplementary
rograns for the non-degree graduate nurse should be vto hring such

nurses to the level attained by the present day basic Colleglate progranm
gradua.te.3 This level was interpreted to mean the acquisition of academic
hours in generzl education courses and the addition of the ‘clinical

content of nursing ceurses which had been develeped eon 2 sclentific basis

as required for the generic student,

1E, Brown, p, S4,

2Amy Franeis Brown, p, 62,

3Ma.rgaret Bridgman, Collegiate Education for Nursing
few York: Russel Ssge Foundsiion, 1953), P. i27.
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Program implemsniation for the non-dsgree graduate has

followed the guldelines develeoped by Eridgman and covered in detail
in Colleglate Education for Nursing, These guidelines indicated

"omrhasis should be placed on the faet that a sound basic eollegiate
school 1s the logieal place for gradmates of a2 hospital school to
receive the necessary guldanece and imstruction for further eduncational
e:f:pa:r:iem:e:s."1 Davis found a "striking inner comsistency in thé
bacecalaureate programs by the way of organization, cqrriculum, and

2 Literature review of the "Ameriean

thilosorhical eutlook....
Journal of Nursing" from 1930 to 1972 reveals no 1ndicat1.§n of why it was
determined the "logical' place for graduates of the hospltal school
Trograns to continue the obtaining of additlional educational experiences
should be within the baccalaureate mrogram siructures nor why the end
objective for every non-degree graduate nurse student enrolled sﬁe_uld
be that of attalnlng a level of mweparation comparalble with the hasie
collegiate program graduazs,

Brand compared graduates of basic baccalaureate progranms
end a t-:.-..a.;e.ureat, mrogram for registered nmurses. The results indicated
that there were no statistleally significant differences betwsen the two
groups in knowledge of nursing skills and attitude patierns, The study

did not measure a comparable group of non-degree graduate nurse students

¢

rior to the compieiion of course content with the bacealaursaie gradwatss,

The additional zcademic and clinical work may have_not inproved

knowledge of nursing skills and attitude patterns for the registersd

1Bridgman, p. 127
2Davis, p. 84,
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nurse group measured,”

There are two different groups of learners who are granted
baccalaureate dsgrees, The gemeric student completes requirsments
over & four ysar pericd ts become a graduate nurse with a
taccalaureate degree, The nen-degree graduate nurse enrolled as a
student completes a program in nursing and is a graduate nurse at the
time entrance is gained to the Irogram structured to allow the

completion of the requirements for obtaining a baccalaureate degree,

Studies of the Two Groups of Learners

McManus indicates most of the research and writing by nursing
faculty members and graduate students in nursing has been about
curriculun development and student experience in undergraduate nursing
schools.2 Studies avallable about non-degree graduais nurse students are
meager, Thurston and Brunclick studied the relationship of personality to
achievement in nursing education with inconclusive ::esulﬂl;s.3 Meadow and
BEdelson studied age and merital status for & practical nursing group,
They concluded that the older student may be slightly better as a risk

to finish work undertsken than the younger student admitted to nursing.4

1Ve3:-a Brand, “Graduates of & IDasic Baccalaursate Progrem and
of a Baccalaureate Program for Registered Nurses Compared,”
Nursing Research, XVI (Fall, 1967), 347.

ZB, Iouise McManus, "Nursing Research,” The American Journal
of Nursing IXT (April 1061), 76-79.
N e 2V —.-B — —-— -y -y 1 'l

3 John Thurston and Helen Bruncliek, "The Relationship of
Personality to Achievement in Nursing Education,” HNursing Reseaxch,
XXIV, (Summer, 1965), 203,

45107& HMeadow and Ruth Edelson, "Age and Marital Staius,”
Nursing Outlcok, Xi 9April, 1963), 289,
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Studies conducted for suggestions of curriculum change are usually

in terms of the on~going rrograms or for the accomplishment of the

requirements imposed by accrediting todies, state licensure boards, and

consuliants, Tt tnation

according to Davis, due to the alliance of nursing with education rather

than with other dj.sc".,ipl.ir!ese1

Specific Characteristics of the Adult Learner

Numerous studles have been conducied of the characteristics
which differentiate the adult learner from the non-adult learner,
Most if not all probably have some relationship to this study, Of
rerticular interest is Neugarten's discussion of personality as a set
or process which has a course of growth and change from earliest child-
hood through old age, The adult personality is seen as continuous
but not Ydentical with the personality the chlld and the
adolescent,  Havighurst compliments the study of Neugarten by the
illustration of the changes in developmental tasks during the
early adulthood. middle ages, and later maturity, These transiti
points would support 2 developmental period for the adult in the
sense childhood and adolescense 1s known to have, For a satisfactory
learning experlence for the adult to occur, understanding of the

develormental parlod in relationship to the point at which he may be

q _
the more teachable 1s prerequisite,” Bloom in an exhaustive study of

i
Davis, p, 85,

ZNeugarten, Pp. H4-113,
3

Robert J, Havighurst, Developmental Tasks and Education
(New York: David McKay Co,, 196L), pp, 72-98,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



