
INFORMATION TO USERS

This materiai was produced from a microfilm copy of the originai document. VYhiie 
the most advanced technological means to photograph and reproduce this document 
have been used, the quality is heavily dependent upon the quality of the original 
subrriittsd

The foilowing explanation of techniques is provided to help you understand 
markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.

1. The sign or "target" for pages apparently lacking from the document 
photographed is "Missing Page(s)". If it was possible to obtain the missing 
page(s) or section, they are spliced into the fiim along with adjacent pages. 
This may have necessitated cutting thru an image and duplicating adjacent 
pages to insure you complete continuity.

2. When an image on the film is obliterated with a large round black meric, it 
is an indication that the photographer suspected that the copy may have 
moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred image. You will find a 
good image of the page in the adjacent frame.

3. When a map, drawing or chart, etc., was part of the material being 
photographed the photographer followed a definite method in 
"sectioning" the material. It is customary to begin photoing at the upper 
left hand corner of a large sheet and to continue photoing from left to
•ZmUa Sm. mmumI o /MMvUn i f  nAAOccovtf coAtininSn#!gatjiai in c t |u a i dGuuuiio n iu i  a  oinas* u v cn ap i «• iiou«imui M fvuviiin^ <«

continued again — beginning below the first row and continuing on until 
complete.

4. The majority of users indicate that the textual content is of greatest value, 
however, a somewhat higher quajity reproduction could be made from 
"photographs" if essential to the understanding of the dissertation. Silver 
prints of "photographs"' may be ordered at additional charge by writing
aL m Mat MutwtltAv 4>i4>!a  aib4Ua i>UlO UIUCI LSO|J>cii unc ia l, yiviiaij u ic  u a ia iuy  i iu i i iu g i  ,  u u c ,  a u u iu i a iiu

specific pages you wish reproduced.

n DB PACP WHTP* Snma nanae maw hai/o in^icfincf nrinf PiBmorj ac
■WUkAIMAfl

Xerox University Microfilms
300 North Zeeb Road 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



It
f;t

I 74-548
F MTTDTW’B' TJq +-I-.» T T Q 9 i;_rM lVU VUU j 1A^ L. l~y O • j  -LjZiO

A SJRVEY STUDY TO ASCERTAIN THE CURRICULUM
- CTuTTPTTiDC 7 rT*T7 7*7T7Pi TjAm *iijc »v\ft7 TvnrrvTrn

UliVU\jAUiVL* UXi.JUJ.ijliL/ iV A  l l l i j

GRADUATE NURSE IN THE BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM.
The U n iv ersity  o f  Nebraska - L incoln ,

; Ph.D., 1973
Education, a d u lt

! University Microfilms, A XEROX Company, Ann Arbor, Michigan I

f®: '
1  T H IS DISSERTATION HAS BEEN M CROFIIM ED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



A SURVEY STUDY 

TO ASCERTAIN THE CURRICULUM STRUCTURE UTILIZED 

FOR THE NON-DEGREE GRADUATE NURSE IN 

THE BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM

by

B e t ty  Murdock

A DISSERTATION 

P re se n te d  to  th e  F a c u l ty  o f  

The G raduate  C o lleg e  In  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Nebraska 

In P a r t i a l  F u l f i l lm e n t  o f  Requirements 

For th e  Degree o f  D octor o f  Ph ilosophy 

Area o f  A d u lt  Education

Under th e  S u p e rv is io n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  Wesley C. M eierhenry

L in c o ln ,  Nebraska 

August 1973

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



TITLE

A Survey Study to  A sce rta in  th e  Curriculum  S tru c tu re  U ti l iz e d  

f o r  the  Non-Degree Graduate Nurse 

________ i n  the  B acca lau rea te  Program________

BY

B etty  J , Murdock

APPROVED DATE

W. C. M eierhenry

W alter K. Beggs

J e r ry  S. Gloyd

E a rl W ilson

" “-‘-J '  »

Ju ly  19, 1973

Ju ly  19, 1973

Ju ly  19, 1973

SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE

r'TS * tv t ▼ * >■■*’■■■ / t / \ r  t  r  
U lU U iU A lJCi LiVI .1 .r.vrx* UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA

qrad aaooa aeo s^em

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Btgo

X1ST OF TAB££S............................................................................ i i i

Chapter
I . OvSr.YISs OF sROmm  . ..............  1

In tro d u c tio n ....................................................................................... i
Hie Problem.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................ 9
D efin itio n  o f  Teras.........................................   16
I s s u e s    ..........   16
S ign ificance  o f  This S tudy ,  .................. 31

I I .  STUDY DESIGN..........................................     32

D escrip tive  S tu d y ...................................    32
Methodology.....................................   33

I I I .  FINDINGS  ...............    k t

General F indings S ueaariged . ........... ...., , .  60
S p ec if ic  F indings About F acu lty  Committee, 65
The F inding For Problem R eso lu tion     66

IV. SUMMARY......................................    67

APPENDIX......................................................................................... 75

S ection  A ...........................    76
S ection  B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  89

HBLIQGBAFHY................................................................................  99

i l

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



LIST OP TABLES

*7*9 m  A Ml M

1 . Ousssry o f  GoziosrsiX Infosr^&tfon ’Fsyfrftl nl
to  Admission o f  th e  Non-Degree S tu d e n t,       42

2. Background Inform ation  fo r  Each Member
xu . s u . x  cx..ju rv « .«  hJi

V J>  V U O  1 J . W  w  U  w u v y  U k V U ^ i  (  I  f  M  l l  I  I  t  f  f  M  M  (  •  l l  4  I  I f  »■ I'

3. General F indings f o r  Programs A, B, G...........................  46

4. I^skground Inform ation fo r  Each F acu lty
Curriculum Committee Member S tud ied ............................  48

5. Summary o f  E x p e rie n tia l and Educational
C h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  F aculty  Committee M em bers.,.,. 52

6 . Summary o f  Responses to  Role o f  Self-Concept,
Readiness to  Learn, Time P e rsp e c tiv e ,  ...........  58

i l l

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



OVERVIEW OP THE PROBLEM

In tro d u c tio n

The tech n o lo g ica l and so c io lo g ic a l changes o f  our day 

has n e c e s s ita te d  t h i s  study o f  curriculum  dsvsicjm cni f o r  th e  

a d u lt  le a rn e r  in  the  f i e ld  o f  nu rsin g  echr -ion .

In  th e  f i e ld  o f  a d u lt  education  a  "body o f  sp e c ia liz e d  

knowledge and techniques have emerged, Thorndike in  a  landmark study 

o f  1928 published  a  r e p o r t  o f  re sea rch  which d isc lo se d  th a t  the  

a b i l i t y  o f a d u lts  to  le a rn  d ec lined  very l i t t l e  w ith  age,* Dewey

emphasized th e  im portance o f  a d u lt  le a rn in g  a s  a  con tinu ing  l i f e - lo n g
2

process. More re c e n tly , Neugarten c o r re la te d  p e rso n a lity  changes

o f  the  a d u lt  w ith  the  phy sio lo g ica l changes which occur in  th e  normal

aging  p rocess and th e  so c io lo g ic a l r e -o r ie n ta t io n  induced by the
3p rev a len t c u ltu re  p a tte rn . Each co n trib u ted  to  th e  growing body o f

L,
l i t e r a t u r e  e s ta b lis h in g  s p e c if ic  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  a d u lt  le a rn e r .

*Edward Thorndike, Adult Learning (New York: MacMillan, 1928),
P. 31.

dohn Dewey, Democracy and Education (New York: MacMillan,
1920) , p. 65.

Bernice L, Neugarten and A ssocia tes, P e rso n a lity  in  
Middle and Late L ife  (New York: S re n tic e -H a il, In c . iycwj pp. w -1 1 3 ,

kHarry L, M ille r , Teaching and Learning i n  Adult Education 
(Toronto: The MacMillan Go,, 1964). pp. 1-51 •

1
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2
Establishm ent o f  theory fo r  the  f i e ld  o f  a d u lt  education  

has teen  a  slow process. S im ilar problems have been encountered 

w ith in  o th e r  d is c ip lin e s  in  attem pts to  study in d iv id u a l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

which must be q u a n tif ie d  in  terms o f  th e  observed and v erb a l 

sta tem ents o f  the experim ental su b je c ts . The d i f f i c u l t i e s  have n o t 

removed the u sefu ln ess  o f  th e  various fin d in g s  nor the  n e c e ss ity  fo r  

continued s tu d ie s  in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  the  estab lishm ent o f  a d d itio n a l 

theory  supported  by em pirica l f in d in g s .

For the  f i e l d  o f  a d u lt  education , Knowles in d ic a te s  th a t  

a  d is t in c t iv e  theory o f  a d u lt  in s tru c t io n  has developed c a lle d  

"andragogyV. Andragogy i s  " premised on a t  l e a s t  fo u r c ru c ia l  

assum ptions about the c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  a d u lt  le a rn e rs  th a t  a re  

d i f f e r e n t  from the  assum ptions about th e  c h ild  le a rn e rs  on which 

t r a d i t io n a l  pedagogy i s  premised, The estab lishm ent o f  th ese  concepts 

about th e  a d u lt  le a rn e r  w ith in  a  co n tex t which suggest g u id e lin es  fo r  

im plem entation o f  curriculum  based upon these  a d u lt  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  

provide a  defined  body o f  knowledge a t  a  time i t  i s  needed by the 

teach e r o f  a d u lts .  This body o f  m a te r ia l i s  n o t ap p lie d  u n iv e rsa lly  

to  th e  a d u lt  seeking a d d itio n a l le a rn in g  experiences.

T h irty  years  ago, only one o u t o f  every e ig h t Americans

a t  work had been to  high schoo l, Today fo u r o u t o f  every f iv e
2

V * VMV J  V U U ^ jjrw y A V  VA Hifcy i WWAiVVA W VW M U MVMVWA 0 VMV

*Malcom S, Knowles, The Modern B rae tice  o f  A dult Education
(New York? A ssocia tion  fe e s s , 1970), pp, 39-53* —

2
A, E tsionx and E, E ts io n i,  S o c ia l Ghan^o (New Yorks Bas i c 

Books, I n c . ,  19& 0, p. 237,
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3
U nited S ta te s , fo r  those Americans who dropped o u t o f  high school

"before g raduation , fo r  those who were unable to  u t i l i z e  the lack -

ground which the  period  in  high school provided toward job  s k i l l

a c q u is it io n , and fo r  those who lav s  found i t  necessary  to  upgrade

job  s k i l l s ,  co n tin u a tio n  in  a reas  o f  education  as  a d u lts  has

become a  n e c e s s ity , E tz io n i In d ic a te s  th a t

In  the American work fo rce  o f t h i r t y  years  ago, 
th e re  were a t  most th ree  co lleg e  graduates fo r  every 
hundred men and women a t  work, There a re  e igh teen  t o d a y , . , .
On to p  o f a l l  t h i s ,  a d u lt  education i s  boom ing .... A dult 
education  during the l a s t  f i f t e e n  years  has been growing f a s te r  
in  th i s  country than co llege  enro llm en t. And now, in c rea s in g ly , 
i t  means advanced education f o r  the a lread y  h igh ly  edu ca ted ,. . .  
Some f i f t y  u n iv e r s i t ie s  -  in  a d d itio n  to  a  dozen la rg e  companies 
and p ro fe ss io n a l management a s so c ia tio n s  -  o f fe r  advanced 
management courses to  su ccessfu l men in  the  middle and 
upper ranks o f business who u su a lly  a lread y  have co llege  
i f  n o t advanced degrees,

A v a s t number o f a d u lts  who have found a d d itio n a l education

necessary  have in te ra c te d  w ith a  la rg e  number o f educators In  reg a rd  to

th e i r  education  problems. The le a rn e r  o f te n  has n o t been ready to

accep t the change in  h is  mode o f  th in k in g  n e c e s s ita te d  by a d d itio n a l

education . The educator has n o t been ready to  accep t the change in

h is  approach to  teach ing  th a t  work w ith  a d u l t  le a rn e rs  n e c e s s ita te s .

The dilemma o f  a d u lt  education  i s  p re c ise ly  th a t  when 
people th in k  o f  education , th e i r  images a re  taken from 
th e i r  own memories and from the u rg en t need to  induce the  
young to  take on the r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  and burdens o f adulthood 
and the behavior ap p rop ria te  to  th a t  s ta tu s .  To the extent-
4*ko4* 4* o +  u k e  A T i  Ua  Aa a  A
VliMf V Wt4V MTUUJ. V VUUWM VWi, f M* V ntiWVWVOJ, XO VOX 1JD Oriiu ntJCk ir™

ever h is  purposes, sees c le a r ly  the  sp e c ia l problems o f teaching 
the a lread y  a d u lt  a s  s p e c ia l, the more e f fe c t iv e  he i s  l ik e ly  
to  be. The cynicism  about teach ing  a d u lts  one f in d s  among some
u n iv e rs i ty  people, as  w ell as  the  in d ig n an t, sen tim en ta l

W i o n i ,  p. 237.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



k
defensiveness enca eoamon in  a d u lt  education i t s e l f ,  equally  
s i s s  the educational p o in t. These a re  considerab le  and v a lid  
d iffe re n c es  between the e n te rp r is e  devoted t s  the  la rg e  and 
necessary  ta sk  o f s o c ia lis in g  the young and th a t  which pays 
a t te n t io n  to  the  le a rn in g  needs o f  the  world o f  a d u lts  ? 
d iffe re n c es  in  the ap p ro p ria ten ess  o f  m eth o d s,...

One o f  the hazards o f  education fo r  the a d u lt  le a rn e r  has

been the educator who has memories o f  c e r ta in  hurd les he had to  jump

in  o rd er to  complete a  p a r t ic u la r  course. Having had to  overcome th ese

h u rd les  in  o rder to  a t t a in  h is  p resen t s i tu a t io n , the  teach er sees them
2

a s  necessary  hurd les fo r  th e  p resen t le a rn e r  to  jump. When assessed  in  

l i g h t  o f  needs, m otivations, o r  goals  o f  the a d u lt  le a rn e r ,  th ese  hurd les 

may have l i t t l e  o r  no educational m e rit. I t  has become in c rea s in g ly

c le a r  th a t  a s  S tem  and M issal s ta te :

the  a d u lt  s tu d en t body i s  made up o f sev e ra l widely d if f e r in g  
p u b lic s , many o f  which bear l i t t l e  resemblance to  the 
ty p ic a l  day sess io n  undergraduate. Among them th e re  i s  
alm ost always a  sm all group o f  mature people w ith  tra in e d  minds 
and a  b read th  o f  sp e c ia lis e d  experience, Their m otivation  and 
eagerness f o r  le a rn in g  lead s  them to  search  fo r  co lleg e  o r 
u n iv e rs i ty - le v e l  a d u l t  programs. For such c o n s titu e n c ie s , the  
b asic  curriculum , o r ig in a l ly  planned fo r  the young undergraduate 
f re s h  from high sehoel, w il l  n o t s u ff ic e , Even m odifica tion  in  
co n ten t and method a re  n o t enough u n less  th e  l a t t e r  a re  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  a  genuine e f f o r t  to  re-exam ine th e  aims and 
purposes o f  such d is c ip lin e s  and to  expand and en rich  the cur­
ricu lum  in  conform ity w ith  a d u lt  needs.

Among those m illio n s  o f  a d u lts  in  search  o f  a d d itio n a l le a rn in g
i

experiences a re  many o f  the  559,000 non-degree graduate nurses o f  the

^ e s r y l i  M ille r , Teaching and Lsaq.ning in  A dult Education 
(Toronto, Canada? The MacMillan Company, T96£)7 P .2 ,

2
Theadore Caplow, The Academic M arketplace (New York*

Basic Books, I n c . ,  1958), p. 12.
3

Bernard. K, S tem  and E llsw orth  M issal, Adult Experience 
and College Degrees (C leveland, Ohio* The Press o f  Western Reserve 
U n iv e rs ity , I960} p. i i .
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1 -7 659,000 re g is te re d  nurses involved in  the  h e a lth  eare  o f  the c i t iz e n s

o f th i s  n a tio n . The m u ltip le  techno log ica l and so c io lo g ica l changes

which have a f fe c te d  so c ie ty  a t  la rg e  and th e  h e a lth  care f i e ld  in

s p e c if ic  have teen  in stru m en ta l in  the  c re a tio n  o f educational needs

fo r  th is  group o f  a d u lt  le a rn e rs .

The 559,000 non-degree graduates were in troduced  to  nursing

through the  diploma programs. These programs were p rim arily

ap p ren tice sh ip  programs in  which th e  methods expected to  produce

le a rn in g  were ob serv a tio n , t r ia l - a n d -e r ro r  le a rn in g , and an
2

exchange o f  experiences.

In  1 9 ^  s E, Brown suggested s p e c ia l programs should be

s tru c tu re d  fo r  the non-degree graduate nurse to  a ffo rd  the  s tu d en t the
3

opportun ity  to  up-date h is  knowledge. There i s  evidence more non­

degree graduates were g ran ted  adm ission to  a  la rg e r  number o f  the 

programs which had been developed fo r  the  education  o f the 

baccalau rea te  nursing  s tu d en t. In  1970, E, Brown reviewed the study o f 

1 9 ^  and suggested ag ain  th a t  p lans should be in s t i tu t e d  fo r  updating 

o f  ed u ca tio n a l experiences f o r  th e  non-degree group o f le a rn e rs .

I t  was suggested th a t  p a r t ic u la r  a t te n t io n  should be d ire c te d  toward 

planning programs aroung th e  e x p e r ie n tia l  m a te r ia l the  le a rn e r  should 

be ab le  to  provide. Brown's re p ea tin g  o f th e  suggestion  made in  i$k6

■^American Nurses A ssociation  ( e d , ) ,  F ac ts  About Nursing 
(New Yorks American Nurses A ssocia tion , 1969)* P. 10,

^E sther L ucile Brown. Nursing fo r  th e  Future (New York:
R ussel Sage Foundation, 19^8), p,

•^Esther L. Brown, p. Ikk,

^E sther L. Brown, Nursing Reconsidered (R iilad e lp h ia :
J .B. L ip p in co tt Company, 1970, pp. 108 -  120,
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6
i n  the  recommendations o f  1970 th a t  programs he developed which 

were cognizant o f  the s p e c if ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f th e  a d u lt  le a rn e r  

im p lies  th a t  l i t t l e  change in  the  ed u ca tio n a l p a tte rn  f o r  prov id ing  

a d d it io n a l ed u catio n s! experiences fo r  the  non-degree graduate nurse 

had occurred  in  the  in te rv e n in g  tw en ty -five  y e a rs . Berhaps a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  Brown's e a r l i e r  suggestion  a  challenge exam ination i s  

known to  have been u t i l i z e d  f o r  placement o f  the  non-degree graduate 

nurse w ith in  some on-going programs o f nu rsing , *

The so c io lo g ic a l study  o f the  nu rsing  p ro fessio n  undertaken 

by the C enter fo r  S ocia l O rgan isa tion  S tu d ies , U n iv ersity  o f  Chicago, 

found th e  u sual approach fo r  p rov id ing  a d d itio n a l ed u ca tio n a l 

experiences fo r  th e  non-degree graduate nurse has been through the

coaching o f th e  c h ie f  physician  o r  h is  a s s is ta n ts  in  a  h o s p ita l  s e t t in g
2

and through the  non-degree g ra d u a te 's  own innovative  e f f o r t s .

This study  was supportive o f  Brown's recommendation th a t  nurse educato rs 

should assume r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  th e  development o f programs f o r  the
3

updating  o f  educational experience fo r  the  non-degree graduate n u rse .

The summary o f  th e  sm all group d iscu ss io n s  occuring  a t  th e

1971 convention fo r  the N ational League o f  Nursing a s  re p o rte d  in  the
4American Jo u rn a l o f  Nursing and l i t e r a t u r e  p re c ip i ta te d  by the

D a r le n e  K ran ier, "C red it f o r  Competency,” American Jo u rn al 
o f  N ursing. LXX (A p ril, 1970). 793-793,

^Fred Bavis ( e d , ) .  The N ursing P rofession  (New York? John 
Wiley and Sons, I n c . ,  1966), p. 1^9,

4 ncJf*
h

American Jo u rn al o f  N ursing, "NSNA and NLN Convene in  D a lla s ,"  
American Jo u ran l o f  N ursing. LXXI (June, 1971)» 1176.
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7
d iscu ssio n s  ( i . e . ,  Kontag and In g le s , "Bsteiei? The Ladder'

Concept o f  N ursing Education"^) in d ic a te d  those involved in  nu rsing  

education  a re  talcing i n i t i a l  s te p s  fo r  the im plem entation o f  Brown's 

recommendation r e la te d  to  the  up -dating  o f  the educational 

experiences f o r  the  non-degree graduate nurse.

T o ffle r  in d ic a te s  the techno log ica l and so c io lo g ica l 

changes which have p re c ip i ta te d  the in c reased  need f o r  a d d itio n a l 

le a rn in g  experiences w il l  continue a t  an in c re a s in g  pace. For 

s u rv iv a l, those re sp o n s ib le  f o r  p a tte rn s  o f  education in  the

f i e l d  o f  h e a lth  care  w il l  he fo rced  to  continue to  update th e  educational
2process. Brown and Bavis found the  form al s tru c tu re  f o r  up -dating  

ed u ca tio n a l experiences f o r  the non-degree graduate nurse has been
3

in  th e  ed u ca tio n a l s tru c tu re  provided f o r  the  baccalau reate  s tu d en t. 

M ille r , S te m , and Neugarten have in d ic a te d  th e re  a re  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

o f  th e  a d u l t  le a rn e r  which d i f f e r  from those o f  the  non-adu lt le a rn e r . 

Knowles has in d ic a te d  th ese  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  should be recognised  in  

determ ining the  methodology to  be u t i l i s e d  in  help ing  the  a d u lt  le a m ,

^M ildred Montag and Thelma In g le s , "Debate! The Ladder'
Concept o f  N ursing E ducation ," Nursing O utlook. SIX 
(November, 1971)# P. 726.

^Alvin T o ff le r .  Future Shock (New Yorks Random House, 1970),
p. 180.

3B avis, pp. i5 i - i? 5 .

H i l l e r ,  p. 2 ; S te rn , p . i i j  Neugarten, pp. 44-113,
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8
In  view o f  1. tho con tinu ing  im pact o f  tochno log ica l and

so c io lo g ic a l change upon the  h e a lth -c a re  f i e l d ,  * 2. the la rg e

numbor o f  non-degree g raduates involved w ith  p rovid ing  h e a lth  care  in  
^ ........  „ „ . . 2

yiaan « t a.nni r,i nwa"» * •n 'rvii Tier ■ w i wii * ann an  ^  r n e  eoT flnM onee  Ae«iAev\<reMwwk w* «>A wp  wa p »»•« wu vw mJLj. e u v u  vvuw e^vo

about th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  a d u lt  le a rn e r ,  and "their im p lica tio n
“5

f o r  help ing  the  a d u lt  ** v~r.  ̂ t  ̂ ^ . j i«  n r 'n i f ^  fiH o f  a  hsdy o f  »noalodgo
h,

a*i<4 4 *no 1 4>aa1«m4 mmaa AhW k a le tn M  a J u l  A 1 «a«M—nu  Aiiw m*.uv wawh—,i. wwwuM4.yue»j veaue ^v<k twAjAaug euv n u iu v  u p

and 5. Brown" s  recommendations th a t  nurse educato rs should assume 

re s p o n s ib il i ty  f o r  th e  development o f  pro g ra ss  fo r  the  updating  o f  

educa tio n a l experience f o r  th e  non-degree g raduate  n u rse ,^  th e  cu rre n t 

study was undertaken to  determ ine i f  curriculum  f o r  the non-degree 

graduate nurse i s  being implemented u t i l i z in g  th e  g u id e lin es  suggested 

by the  e s ta b lish e d  concepts about th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  a d u lt  

l e a r n e r . .

1T o ff le r , p. 180,.
2American Nurses A ssocia tion , p. 10.

-7%v______  X ___ —— Jill 4 1 0neugfisuLfcoa, i~r*=>LLj

\n o w le s ,  pp 39-55.

^E, Brown, p. 48,
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9

THE JHOBLEK

Hie problem o f  th is  study I s  to  a s c e r ta in  the  e x te n t to  

which g en era lly -h e ld  concepts about the  a d u lt  le a rn e r  a re  u t i l iz e d  

in  curriculum  planning fo r  the non-degree graduate nurse w ith in  

c e r ta in  cu rren t academic s e tt in g s ,

D elineation  o f  Area fo r  Study 

A study o f  the  e x te n t to  which the g en era lly -h e ld  

concepts about the  a d u lt  le a rn e r  a re  used to  develop the  curriculum  fo r  

non-degree nurses re q u ir in g  the  assessm ent o f  the follow ings

1 . )  the o r ie n ta tio n  o f  the fa c u lty  member to  nursing;

2 . )  the  o r ie n ta tio n  o f the fa c u lty  member to  concepts o f  a d u lt  

education;

3 . )  the a b i l i ty  o f  the fa c u lty  member to  define the  manner in  

which the  a d u lt  le a rn e r  d if f e r s  from the non-adult le a rn e r;

h . ) the perception  o f  the fa c u lty  member o f th e  ro le  and value o f 

acquired  experiences o f  the le a rn e r ;  and 

5 , )  the understanding o f the  fa c u lty  member o f s p e c if ic  d iffe ren ces

ox the a d u lt  le a rn e r  from the non-adult le a rn e r  in  th e  consideration  

o f development o f a  curriculum  fo r  the non-degree graudate.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



10

D efin itio n  o f  Terms

A dult le a rn e r  -  le a rn e r  because o f  adulthood, m atu rity , 

defined  the p a r t ic ip a tio n  th e re in * ̂

Non-degree graduate nurse -  a  person who has completed an 

accep tab le  program o f nursing , who i s  thus 

e l ig ib le  fo r  th e  Board examination fo r  nurse 

p ra c tic e  lic e n su re , bu t who i s  n o t e l ig ib le  fo r  a 

baccalau reate  degree u n t i l  a d d itio n a l work i s  taken in  

an a c c red ited  baccalaureate  nursing  program.

G eneric s tu d en t -  the s tu d en t in  a  c o lle g ia te  nursing

program. This student has had a  minimal in te rv a l  o f  

time between high school and c o lleg e , Hie in d iv id u a l

has n o t completed a  program in  nursing  previous to  

adm ission.

Andragogy -  the a r t  and science o f help ing  a d u lts  le a rn .“

1Eduard C„ Lindeman, The Meaning o f A dult Education 
(M ontrealj H arvest House, 1961), p. 5.

^Malcom S, Knowles, The Modem P rac tic e  o f Adult Education 
(New Yorks A ssociation  P ress , 1970), p. 38,
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11

Issu es

Hie review  o f  l i t e r a tu r e  In d ic a te s  th a t  the  problem to  he 

s tu d ied  has evolved from is su e s  r e la te d  to  the  h i s to r i c a l  

development o f n u rsing  and n u rsing  c u r r ic u la , s p e c if ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

o f the  a d u lt  le a rn e r , the ex is ten ce  o f  methodology and techniques 

fo r  he lp ing  the  a d u l t  le a rn , the  changing ro le  o f  a u th o r ity  in  the  

s o c ia l  s tru c tu re , th e  p resen t s tru c tu re s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  th e  educational 

p rep ara tio n  o f  the  a d u lt  le a rn e r , and the  in p a c t o f  tech n o lo g ica l and 

so c io lo g ic a l ehange upon p resen t day in s t i tu t io n s .  To an e x te n t th a t  

v a r ie s  f o r  each in d iv id u a l, the is s u e s  p resen ted  by th e  l i t e r a tu r e  

a f f e c t  dec is io n s  made about curriculum  development by a  fa c u lty  memaber 

se rv in g  a s  a  member o f  a  curriculum  c e s s i t te e .

H isto ry  and Curriculum Development

In  the  U nited S ta te s , th e  f i r s t  program o f  n u rsin g  

o f f i c i a l l y  opened in  1872 a t  th e  New England H osp ita l f o r  Nomen and 

C hildren. The "S tandard Curriculum f e r  Nursing Schools" was 

published  in  1917 an<* re v ise d  in  1927. lb s  s tandards were concerned 

w ith the  hours o f  in s tru c t io n ,  s p e c if ic  course co n te n t, and bed 

cap ac ity  fo r  p a t ls n ts  i s  the  c l in i c a l  a rea  o f  the  h o s p ita l  u t i l i z e d  

fo r  c l in ic a l  experience. Development o f  n u rsin g  competency was 

r e la te d  to  the  a v a i la b i l i ty  ©f c l in i c a l  experience a f t e r  th e  p a tte rn  

e s ta b lish e d  by th e  American M edical A ssociation c r i t e r i a  f e r  th e
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t r a in in g  o f  the m edical s tu d en ts .^  I t  i s  n o t uncommon to  hear the

same standard, r e fe r r e d  to  in  1972 a s  a  "basis f o r  a  d ec is io n  fo r

determ ining the number o f s tu d en ts  who can he admitted, fo r  a

particular nursing program;
A "Curriculum Guide f o r  Schools o f Nursing" published

in  193? rep laced  the e a r l i e r  suggested curriculum  p a tte rn . Of the

1937 "Curriculum Guide" Amy F ran c is  Brown has s a id , " i t  .probably

rep re sen te d  the b e s t th in k in g  concerning nu rsin g  o f the tim e. One

o f  th e  more se rio u s  lacks o f  the study which was to  have such wide
2

in flu en c e  was th e  absence o f a  c le a r ly  s ta te d  philosophy. ” Brown
3

suggested in  I960 th a t  an updated guide needed to  be published . A 

new guide has n o t been produced. The gu id e lin e  o f 1937 apparen tly  

rem ain in  use in  1972. Brown fu r th e r  in d ic a te d  th a t  only a  sm all

p o rtio n  o f fa c u lty  members who worked w ith curriculum  planning as
2}.

l a t e  a s  i 960 were equipped to  use a  sound methodology.

G eneral education , defined  a s  " th a t  p a r t  o f  a  s tu d e n t 's  

t o t a l  education  th a t  prepares him to  l iv e  r a th e r  than ju s t  to  make a  

l iv in g "-'5 was n o t p resen t in  the e a r l i e r  period  o f nursing  development,

*5
N ational League o f Nursing Education, A Curriculum For 

Schools o f N ursing. A Report prepared by the  Committee on Education 
o f  the N ational League o f  Nursing Education. (New Yorki N ational 
League o f  N ursing Education, 1932), p. 21.

"Amy F rancis  Brown. Curriculum Development (xh ilsde lph ias  
Saunders, I960), p. 6 ,

3
Amy F ran cis  Brown, p. 38, 

k  in— OOAmy rj?amrj.s» xu-unix, y,

■V, Eaul S t ic k le r  and o th e rs , General Education 1 A Univer­
s i t y  Program in  A ction (Dubuque, Iowa» William C. Brown, 1950), p. 8 ,
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13
U til is a t io n  o f  g en era l education in  curriculum  development was

fu r th e r  impeded by th e  r e s t r i c t iv e  laws o r  re g u la tio n s  i n  many s ta te s

o f  the U nited S ta te s . These laws impose d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  l ic e n s in g

the  nurse who has n o t had a designated  number o f  days o f  experience

in  perform ing c e r ta in  ta sk s .

E sther L ucile  Brown in d ic a te d  in  "Nursing fo r  th e  Future"

published  in  1946 th a t  the system o f  the p rep ara tio n  o f  nurses to

care fo r  the s ic k  was p rim arily  th a t  o f  ap p ren tice sh ip  p rep ara tio n .*

Knowles w ritin g  in  the I960 "Handbook fo r  Adult Education" in d ic a te d

th a t  ap p ren ticesh ip  tra in in g  a s  a  method expected to  b rin g  about

le a rn in g  can be assumed to  have co n sis ted  o f o b se rv a tio n s , t r i a l  and
2

e r ro r  le a rn in g , and exchange o f  experience. A ssessing the  p a tte rn

fo r  education in  the nursing  programs in  the  U nited S ta te s , Davis

in d ic a te s  in  w ritin g s  o f  1966 th a t  "d esp ite  a  long-term  decrease

in  diplom a-granting h o s p ita l  schools o f  nursing  ( th e re  were 8?4 in

1962) they s t i l l  out-number c o lle g ia te  schools by alm ost f iv e  to  one.

Based on Brown’s  and Davis' f in d in g s , the method expected to  b ring

about le a rn in g  can be assumed to  be th a t  o f  ap p ren ticesh ip .

Gwynn found in  s tu d ie s  o f teach er education

the k ind  o f  p rep ara tio n  rece iv ed  by the teach er-can d ld a te  
o r the teach er in  se rv ice  p ra c tic a lly  predeterm ines whether 
the teach er w il l  take an a c tiv e  and in te l l ig e n t  p a r t  in  
curriculum  improvement; though th is  i s  a  broad s ta tem ent, 
evidence from the s t u d i e s . . .  tends to  confirm  i t ,

*Esther L ucile  Brown, p. 48. 
o -

tialcom S. Knowles ( a d . ) ,  Handbook o f  Adult Education in  the 
U nited S ta te s  (Wash!nton. D, C.s Adult Education A ssocia tion , i960) ,  p .7.

■^Davis, p. 149.
4Minor Gwynn, Curriculum P rin c ip le s  and S o c ia l Trend 

(New Yorks The MacMillan Company, 1948), p. 47,
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14
On th i s  "basis, i t  could h© a n tic ip a te d  th a t  a  very la rg e  group o f 

th e  a d u lt  le a rn e rs  in  nu rsing , th e  559*000 non-degree graduate nurses 

who have completed ap p ren ticesh ip  programs w il l  teach  much as  they 

were tau g h t. I f  they were expected to  le a m  from random, unexaained 

experience, they w il l  l ik e ly  expect those they must teach  to  le a m  

from random and unexamined experiences a

The so c io lo g ic a l and techno log ica l changes occurring  a t  an 

in c re a s in g  tempo a f f e c t  a l l  asp ec ts  o f  the  h e a lth  care  f i e ld .  For 

the  non—degree graduate nu rse , the ap p ren ticesh ip  method o f lea rn in g  

may no longer he the  most e f fe c tiv e  method o f le a rn in g  to  he 

u t i l i z e d  f o r  the up -dating  o f  knowledge e s s e n t ia l  f o r  improved h ea lth  

c a re . I t  could  he a n tic ip a te d  th a t  s p e c ia l methods and approaches 

found re le v a n t fo r  enhancing lea rn in g  f o r  a d u lt  le a rn e rs  could 

g en e ra lly  he u t i l i z e d  e f fe c t iv e ly  fo r  the non-degree graduate nurse.

The h i s to r ic a l  development o f  nu rsing  programs which h a s ’ 

r e s u l te d  in  th e  diplom a-granting h o s p ita l schools o f  nursing  

odt^numhering the c o lle g ia te  schools* has re s u l te d  in  the non-degree

I .  4— — x* « JJJ  XI <1   1________a ——
g x a u u a  vo u ia o o  niiw xo  u o o u  ux ouux u v u a x  x eax zu iig  cxiuc3 rex n g

employed in  in s t i tu t io n s  w ithout e s ta b lish e d  form ats fo r  providing 

a d d itio n a l educa tio n a l le a rn in g  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  the  in d iv id u a l no 

longer c la sse d  as  a  s tu d en t. U ti l iz in g  an approach to  program planning 

by determ ining the a d u lt  in te r e s t s  may f in d  ready acceptance in  

t h i s  s tru c tu re  populated hy a d u lt  le a rn e rs . Having once determined 

the  in t e r e s t s  fo r  which programs may need to  he planned, i t  could 

he a n tic ip a te d  fu r th e r  planning would he along l in e s  u t i l i z in g  the

*Davis, p. 149,
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15
methods ©f a d u lt  education  re le v a n t f e r  enhancing th e  le a rn in g  ©f 

the a d u lt  le a rn e r . These e th o d s  a re  o f  a  type which could  be 

implemented in  the  i n s t i tu t io n a l  s e t t in g  in  whieh th e  non-degree 

graduate nurse i s  employed.

To d a te , im plem entation o f  a d d itio n a l le a rn in g  experiences 

have la rg e ly  heen seen a s  th e  re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  ed u ca tio n a l in s t i tu t io n s  

e x te rn a l to  the  h o s p ita l  s tru c tu re .  I t  could  be a n tic ip a te d  th a t  

exposure to  methodology o th e r  than th a t  o f  the ap p ren tice sh ip  type 

approach te  le a rn in g  would move curriculum  development along the  

l in e s  recommended by E. Brown in  Nursing Reconsidered.^

O rig in  o f  Curriculum P a tte rn

Five o f  every s ix  r e g is te r e d  n u rses  were th r u s t  a s  ado lescen ts

in to  a  h igh ly  te ch n ic a l program w ithout a  b a s is  f o r  g enera l education
2

a s  a  foundation. Bridgman in d ic a te d  the  purpose fo r  supplementary 

programs fo r  the non-degree graduate nurse should be to  b rin g  such 

nu rses to  the le v e l  a t ta in e d  by th e  p resen t day b as ic  C o lleg ia te  program 

graduate. This le v e l  was in te rp re te d  to  mean the  a c q u is it io n  o f  academic 

hours in  g en era l education  courses and the ad d itio n  o f th e  c l in ic a l  

co n ten t o f  nu rsing  courses which had been developed on a  s c ie n t i f i c  b as is  

a s  req u ired  f o r  the  generic  s tu d en t.

^E. Brown, p. 8&,
2

Amy F rancis  Brown, p. 62.

^M argaret Bridgman, C o lleg ia te  Education fo r  Nursing 
(New York: Russel Sage Foundation, 1953)» P. 127.
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16
irapleBentatioH fo r  tha  n o n -d s^ e s  graduate has 

follow ed th e  guideline® developed by Bridgman and covered in  d e ta i l  

i n  C o lleg ia te  Education fo r  Horsing. These g u id e lin es  in d ic a te d  

"e-aphasia should he p laced  on the f a c t  th a t  a  sound b as ic  c o lle g ia te  

school i s  the  lo g ie a l  place f o r  graduates o f  a  h o s p ita l  school to  

rece iv e  the  necessary  guidance and in s tru c t io n  f o r  fu r th e r  educational
A

exp erien ces ,"1 Davis found a  " s t r ik in g  in n e r  consistency  in  the

b accalau rea te  programs by the  way o f  o rg an iza tio n , curricu lum , and
2

p h ilo so p h ica l o u t lo o k ,ees L ite ra tu re  review  o f  the "American

Journal o f  Nursing" from 1930 to  1972 re v e a ls  no in d ic a tio n  o f  why i t  was 

determ ined th e  l o g i c a l '  p lace fo r  graduates o f  the h o s p ita l  school 

programs to  continue the  ob ta in in g  o f a d d itio n a l educational experiences 

should be w ith in  the  baccalau reate  program s tru c tu re s  nor why the  end 

o b je c tiv e  f o r  every non-degree graduate nurse s tu d en t e n ro lle d  should 

be th a t  o f  a t ta in in g  a  le v e l  o f  p rep ara tio n  comparable w ith  the  b asic  

c o l le g ia te  program graduate .

Brand compared graduates o f b asic  b acca lau rea te  programs 

and a  b acca lau rea te  program fo r  r e g is te re d  n u rses . The r e s u l t s  in d ic a te d  

th a t  th e re  were no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  between the  two 

groups in  knowledge o f nu rsin g  s k i l l s  and a t t i tu d e  p a tte rn s . The study 

d id  n o t measure a  comparable group o f  non-degree graduate nurse s tu d en ts  

p r io r  to  com pletion o f course co n ten t w ith th e  baccalau rea te  g raduates, 

The a d d it io n a l academic and c l in ic a l  work may have n o t improved 

knowledge o f  nu rsin g  s k i l l s  and a t t i tu d e  p a tte rn s  f o r  the re g is te re d

^Bridgman, p. 127 

^Davis, p, 8^,
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1nurse group measured, ~

There a re  two d i f f e r e n t  groups o f  le a rn e rs  who a re  g ran ted  

■baccalaureate degrees. The generic  s tu d en t completes requirem ents 

over a  fo u r y ear period  to  become a  graduate nurse w ith  a  

b acca lau rea te  degree. The non-degree graduate nurse e n ro lle d  a s  a  

s tu d en t completes a  program in  nu rsing  and i s  a  graduate nurse a t  the 

time entrance i s  gained to  th e  program s tru c tu re d  to  allow  the 

com pletion o f  the requirem ents f o r  o b ta in in g  a  bacca laureate  degree.

S tu d ies  o f  th e  Two Groups o f  le a rn e rs

McManus in d ic a te s  most o f  the  re sea rc h  and w ritin g  by nursing

fa c u l ty  members and graduate  s tu d en ts  in  n u rs in g  has been about

curriculum  development and s tu d en t experience in  undergraduate nu rsing  
2

schoo ls . S tud ies  a v a ila b le  about non-degree graduate nurse s tu d en ts  a re

meager, Thurston and Bruncllck s tu d ied  the  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  p e rso n a lity  to
3

achievem ent in  nu rsing  education  w ith  inconclusive  r e s u l t s .  Meadow and 

Edelson s tu d ied  age and m a r ita l  s ta tu s  f o r  a  p ra c t ic a l  n u rsin g  group.

They concluded th a t  th e  o ld e r  s tu d e n t may be s l ig h t ly  b e t te r  a s  a  r i s k
4to  f in i s h  work undertaken than  the  younger s tu d en t adm itted  to  n u rsing ,

H7e ra  Brand, "G raduates o f  a  Basie B accalaureate Program and 
o f  a  B accalaureate Program fo r  R eg is te red  Nurses Compared,”
N ursing R esearch. XVI (P a ll ,  196?), 3^7.

ZRe Louise McManus, "Nursing R esearch ," The American Jou rnal
e-P TXT fA-rn-41 1 Q 6 lV  7 6 -7 0 .w— n — — a ,     \ —£ — V — f  f t  I -  ■

■^John Thurston and Helen B runcllck , "The R e la tio n sh ip  o f  
P e rso n a lity  to  Achievement i n  N ursing Education ," Nursing R esearch.
XXIV, (Summer, 1965), 203.

I.
^Lloyd Meadow and Ruth E dslson, "Age and M arita l S ta tu s ,"

N ursing O utlook. Xi 9A pril, 1963), 289.
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S tud ies conducted fo r  suggestions o f  curriculum  change a re  u su a lly  

in  terms o f  the on-going programs o r  fo r  the accomplishment o f  the 

requirem ents imposed try a c c re d itin g  "bodies, s ta te  licen su re  "boards, and 

co n su lta n ts . This s i tu a t io n  in  re se a rc h  and program development e x is t s ,  

according to  Davis, due to  the a ll ia n c e  o f  nursing  w ith education r a th e r  

than w ith o th e r  d i s c ip l in e s ,*

S p ec ific  C h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  the A dult Learner

Numerous s tu d ie s  have "been conducted o f the c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

which d i f f e r e n t ia te  the  a d u lt  le a rn e r  from the non-adu lt le a rn e r .

Most i f  n o t a l l  probably have some re la t io n s h ip  to  th is  study . Of 

p a r t ic u la r  i n t e r e s t  i s  N eugarten 's d iscu ssio n  o f  p e rso n a lity  a s  a  s e t  

o r  process which has a  course o f  growth and change from e a r l i e s t  c h ild ­

hood through o ld  age. The a d u lt  p e rso n a lity  i s  seen a s  continuous

"but n o t id e n t ic a l  w ith the p e rso n a lity  o f  the c h ild  and the 
2

ad o lescen t. H avighurst compliments the study o f  Neugarten by the 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  the changes in  developmental ta sk s  during the 

e a r ly  adulthood, middle ages, and l a t e r  m aturity* These t r a n s i t io n  

p o in ts  would support a  developmental period  fo r  the a d u lt  in  the 

sense childhood and adolescense i s  known to  have. For a  s a tis fa c to ry  

le a rn in g  experience fo r  the a d u lt  to  occur, understanding o f the 

developmental period  in  r e la t io n s h ip  to  the p o in t a t  which he may "be 

th e  more teachab le i s  p re re q u is i te ,-' Bloom in  an exhaustive study o f

*Davis, p. 85 .

^Neugarten, pp. 4^-113,
3
Robert J ,  H avighurst, Developmental Tasks and Education 

(New Yorki David McKay Co., 19<&)» PP. 72-98.
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