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As an introduction, the two main theories advanced as
to the origin of Qrammagical gender will be briefly stated.

The old theory, suggested by Humblodt and Herder, and
fermulated by Adelung, Grimm and Pott, and which has received
gepersi accectznce, is rased on the crincicle that gznder was
due to the instinct within, prisitive man to psrscnify. Cbjiects
in nature were redarded as verscns and Sc were sexualized.
Srammatical gender is then only 2 conventionalized, crystal-
lized resultant of this sexuvalizaticn.

Brugmann;, who has recently’advanced a new theory, starts
cut on an entirely new basis. He holds that the form-grcups
of nouns had originally nothing to do with distincticns of sex;
their distinctive endings did not carry:with them- the -sudges~
ticn of sex. A certain suffix sidgnified, for examcle, abstract
nouns. From this the idea of sex deveicued by one or more of
these groucs coming igto cencrete value by a3 change of'signi—

ficaticn, and then dencting an obiect with natural sex. Dis-

tinctions cf gender are, thersfirs. a relstively late znd sec-
¢ndary dsvelcoonent.
For a acre detailed exwoisiticn of tnis-tlhesry. cf.ineeler

"The Crigin cf Grammatical Gender.'
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The purpose of this work is to exvlain, as far-.as pos-
sible, those genders occuring in Gothic, which differ from those
found :in the other Germanic dialects.

Those“which are strictly not anenalous, but accear to be
sc, are alsc menticned.

In acccunting for denders the rcllcwing main crincicles
must be considered:

I Natural sex.
IT Forwm, terminology, etc.
IIT V¥etaphorical-vse of the word.
IV Tyoe - the:categcry intc which it falls.
V Personification.

VIl The manuscripts which-Ulfilas translated.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ABBREVIATIONS

anom. - - = - - anomalous.

¢. gender. -~ - - conmmon gender.
F. - - - - - feminine dender.
Gr. - -. - - = Greek.

Lat. - - - - - Latin.

Lith, - - - - - Lithuanian.

M. - - - - - =Masculine.

¥heg. - - - - - Middle Hign German.
N. - - - - - Neuter.

Nhg., - - -+ - - New High German.
o.E. - - - - - (ld fngiish.
Chs. - - - - - u1d High Gargan
. leceir., - - - -~ Uia icesizngie.
O.N.. - - - - - Uig Nc.rse.

.5, o+ - - = - uid Sazxor.

Skr. - - -. - - Sansirit.

NOTE. The Treek and Latin forms enclosed+in brackets
are“the forms-which Ulfilas translates. When the cognate
Greek and Latin forms are identical with.the translations,

‘they are-not mentioned again as being-the translated forms.
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af-grundipa. F. abyes. cf.Ohg. ab-grundi, Mbg..ab-grunte, ab-
grunde, ab-griinde, N; also Mhg., Nhg. ab=grund, Y.
[6r.A@v s ros. F. Lat. abyssus. F.]
All nouns ending in -ipa in Goth. are F. cf.aggwipa, mildipa,
airziba, etc.

This, together with ths Gr. and Lat., probably exvlains
the F.

agis. N. feov. cf.Ohd. .aki, ekf. F, ¥hg. esge, F. Gr.ii¥\os, N.
ler. Cbc'z@os, M7 Lat. timor, M.]

The Gr. a)(os, N. gives us the original gender, proving
the Goth. regular and the Ohg. ancn.

The final 's' beind lost in Ohg.., the ending was -i. The
word then, :in anolecgy with®F. abstracts in -i, became F.

.
-

aiws: ¥. ode, etevniiy, vorld. cf.0.S8. o, ¥. Chg. 'é':'la, F.
¥hg. €, €we, F. Nhg. ehe, F. Gr. alwv, ¥. [alsc FJ Lat.
aevur, N,

s

Perhaps the dender of this word was waverins in I.E.,
being ¥.F. or N., in ccnsideravion ¢f the Lat. N. gend., the
Gr. %. or F., the Goth. %., ths Chg. F,

Perhaos the.gender in Geth. is due tc versonification.
cf.0hsg. .wer—alt<worold<Eng. warld, Nheg. welt. wer >Goth.
wair aown, alt o\d, so wer-alt ol\d mow.

The Ohg. €wa means tiame, \ov, order; morriade. Notker
first uses the word in this last meaning, writing it Sha and
8a, instead of the older ewa; ¥hg. Ewe means tiwe, ofe, while
e signifies \ov, movriode. O0.S. 8o méanshxow only, and never

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-6 -

moveivaony, which is translated by €ht.#
Uhlenbeck x says that probably 0.8. 8o, Ohg. ewa, F. are not
connected :with -aiws, but belong to-Lat. :aequus.

Kluge °° .does not connect them. !
# ¢f. Grimm, Deut. Wtb
x,ef. Btym. Wtb.. der Got. Spr

ef. Etym. Wtb

akeit, N. or akeits,:¥? (Since it does:nct appear 'in:Nom. sg.,
or Nom. Acc. pl., its dender can not berfully determined.)
ef. 0,.8. ecid, M. or N;? Ohg.e55§h; ., ¥hg. ezkzTch, M., Ond.
etig, M., O.N. edik, Nhg. essig, M. Fr. Lat. ac€tun.
For the-G. the form *at®cum must be supposed, which at an
earlier cericd became atTko, whence egﬁﬁh.#

From the denders found in the cther dialects; it is nat-
ural to infer that the Goth. was also V.

"

¥ cf. Balg.

akran. . fvuit. cf.0.N. 3karn, N., inhg. ecker, F. acoen. Al-
lied tc akrs, ¥. fvevd, Nhg. acker, M. kng. acre. [Gr. Kd\?n‘és,
Y., Lat fructus, . )

(Nhg. ecker has taken c¢n a2 scecialized meaning, being the fruit
of the oak tree, i.e., 'acorn.')

The names of fruits in Goth. are N. cf.basi, N.oerry , ihe
fvuit of dushwee. kaurn, N. corw= Lat. dranum, N. A wk. formation
kxaurnd, N. is also found. cf.¥k. 4, 31, etc. cf. also ahs, N.
eor of covn, [raiw, N. seed,

Grism# says tist tre fruit couing from the bud is regarded
# cf. Grimm. Gram. IIT. ».372, f.
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