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Due to the faet that this University had
received so meny potash waters for analysis, especially
during the last year, my attention was centered to
the various methods for the détermination of Potassium.
In our department we were, at that time, using the
Chlor-platinate method, but later changed to the
Perchlorate method, which has been giving us very

satisfactory results.

we had always used the sodium cobaltic
nitrite solution a:c a reagent for the qualitative
determination of potasciwm, but as far as I wus able

to find out had never used it in a gquantitative test.

Several methods are known Ior the deter-
mination of potassium by tic sodiwa cobgltic nitrite
method. To decompose the yelloﬁ precipitale formed
by the addition of uabcq§02)6 $0 wi acetic weid solvTiom
containing some potessiwm salt, by boiling with
sodium hydroxide wund then deterniuiung the X0 velue
from the filtrate by the chloryplatinuie wehlod, as
nas been suggested, seemed to me t0 be almos, o. long
a procese as ihe ctandard chlor-platinute method.
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Since the yellow precipitate could not be weighed and
the Kg0 value determined directly, nor could it be
titrated in acid solutions against & standard per-
manganate solution, becuuse of the irregularity of
results, I looked upthe literature of tiis yellow

potassium cobaltic nitrite.

I fouhd that authors differed ws to ltlLe
composition of this salt. (1) sddie aui "004, . wve it
the formule szawq(HOg)6:hzO as did (&) ireadvell
and lall; while () Pr écott and Johnson; and (-)
ales and carnaby cousider the precipitate as K-us(i0g)g.
In looking over the litereture I fowii wu ObScure roie |
in Vatt's JCictionary ol ClLowictry wuder "Lou.lt Fellow?

& note stating iy LlLis calt ves twnea ilimediantely
into the vlack sulplide of coLuley L) vius wdiiuica
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Journal american Chemical wociclty 7, 1uvC (1900)
reauwell wud wall, analytical vucwletry

rreccott and Johmsom, "wualitabive cucwmicel alalycis"
Vules wut sarneby, "wualitwiive Cheumical .uwlycic®
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