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INTRODUCTION

The issue of how to deal with the growing number of
immigrants and refugees into the United States is one of
paramount interest in today's society. The current instabil-
ity of the nation's economy, plus the twin evils of inflation
and unemployment often cause Americans to seek out scapegoats.
In a geographical area such as El1 Paso, adjacent to the inter-
national boundary with Mexico, this issue takes on added sig-
nificance: recent arrivals from Mexico bear the brunt of an
often blind search for scapegoats. Wayne Cornelius contends
that politicians, journalists, organized labor, and other in-
terest groups rush to blame the immigrant for every imaginable
problem afflicting American society: from high unemployment to
depressed wages, high social costs, rising crime rates, drug
abuse, overpopulation, environmental pollution, and energy
shortages.

Once again, public reaction toward the marked increase
in both legal and jillegal Hispanic immigration has followed a
similar pattern of increased concern over the course of the
last ten years.2 The ever growing influx of Spanish-speaking
peoples into the United States has been more recently seen by

many as a not so subtle "cultural invasion' by growing numbers
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