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INTRODUCTION

Within the past two decades, an increasing number of
scholars have focused their attention on the phenomenon

of the Mexican Revolution for several reasons. First, the

ns made Mexican history a natural target for North
American schcolars. Secondly, the Mexican Revélution appears
to be the prototype of the democratic social revolution in
Latin America. Finally, an abundant freasure-of documen-
tation and contemporary writing await the interested scholar.
Unfortunately, only in recent years have scholars turned to
the documents; with the end result that much of what has
been written on the Mexican Revolution previous to 1940
serves only to mislead the interested reader and uncritical
writer.

For many years., Mexicanists felt obliged to explain
their ideas in terms of the so-called pro-Revolutionary
school. As such, these writing devolved into polemics. In
general, works of this genre eulogized the heroes of the
Revolution, men like Francisco Madero and Venustiano Carranza,
and denounced the men who constituted their ovpposition; sol-
diers such as Victoriano Huerta and Félix Diaz, and even

-

ed traitors like Pascual Orozco. With the exploration

al

o—-Ca

n
ford

o

f newly discovered archives in recent years, or as more
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Mexican families yield their ancestor's papers to interested
scholars, some of the generalizations hypothesized by the
pro-Revolutionary school have been increasingly gquestioned.
Within the Mexican scholarly ccmmunity, for example, the

monumental Historia Moderna de México, compiled by Daniel

Cosio Villegas and his colleagues at El Colegio de México,

Mexican revolutionaries into heroes and anti-heroes. Michael
Meyer's biographies of Pascual Orozco and Viectoriano Huerta,
and Victor Niemeyer and Anthony Bryan's studies of Bernardo
Reyes have all demonstrated in some respects these figures
exhibited as much sympathy for Revolutionary aims as did
Francisco Madero and Venustiano Carranza. Félix Diaz, deni-
grated for his rrevolts against Madero and Carranza, has also
been castigated by the pro-Revolutionary school. Iike the
other so-called anti-heroes, however, Don Félix believed in
social reform at least to the same extent as did Madero and
Carranza.

Consequently, it appears that what divided Revolutionaries
in the period after 1910 was simple power politics, rather than
a disagreement over social goals. The national leaders, whe=' =+

Y

ther they were Francisco Madero or Félix Diaz, had their roots

firmly entrenched in the Porfirian socio-economic system.

-

O
o

After 1510, zll capable political figures realized that the

masses had become politicized to such a degree that a return
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to the Porfirian system would.be impossible. Instead, these
national leaders sought to control the outcome of the Revo-

lution, and to prevent, or at least limit, the extent of the
social reform. Many politicians, like Carranza and Emilio

Vésquez Gémez, for example, used agrarian reform as a poli-

office these men did everything possible to thwart the ful-
fillment of the lower classes' social demands. Carranza, for
example, tried to prevent the implementation of the social
revolutionary Constitution of 1917, the only positive step
takentoward social reform during the first decade of the
Mexicean Revolution.

Pélix Diaz, too, utilized these tacties to win lower
class support throughout his revolutionary career. The ne-
phew of the former dictator quickly learned that appeal to
the Porfirian aristocracy would not enable him to regain a
position at the head of the Mexican political system. In-
stead, beginning in 1912, Don Félix adopted several of the
agrarian planks proposed by other political leaders. Although
this preliminary step proved modest, at least in comparison
to Emiliano Zapata's demand for agrarian reform, Don Félix
slowly radicalized his program, as he became increasingly
aware of the need for 1ower.class support. By 1916, he had
revised his program to such an extent that he apnears t¢ have
evolved into a full-fledged agrarian reformer. Because of his
background and his continued support from former FBorfirians,

it must be recognized that the entire agrarian reform platform
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was a ploy for poliitical support, and not a sincere expres-
sion of radical belief.

Another recent characteristic of Mexican Revolutionary
higtoriography has been the examination of the secondary
figures of the revolutionary period. The aforementioned
study of Pascual Orozco, and a soon to appear biography of
Abrsham Gonzélez, the maderista Governor of Chihuahua, are
some of the first steps being made in this direction. PFélix

Diaz, in many respects played a secondary role during much of

=

the Mexican Revolution. A%t first overshadowed by Bernardo
Reyes as a counter-revolutionary leader, Don Félix later let
himself be downtrodden by Victoriano Huerta, who in many re-
spects usurped Don Félix's natural role as the leader of the
former Porfirian aristocracy. Only in the latter stages of
the violent revolution did he again emerge as the most signi-

ficant Porxrf

Tamde  d
17 that ©

~ RS . -~ L
1ili€ musao Ci

o3 ut by his
former support had died or fallen victim to advanced age. As
a secondary figure, Félix Diaz has special importance, because
his continual presence in revolutionary ranks from 1910 to
1920 lends a certain cohesion to the struggle that is other-
wise is lacking.

A final interest in recent decades has been the explora-
tion of regional history during the Revolutionary era.
Instead of portraying the Revolution as a single organized
struggle against a central government, Mexicanists have come
to realize that the goals of the Revolution differed in each

region. Even within states, regional differences affected the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



vi
Morelos from 1910 to 1520.

Mexican scholars, 00, have become aware of the impor-
tance of regional studies. In the past decade, the Biblio-
teca del Instituto Nacional de Estudios Histdricos de 1la
Revolucidn Mexicana has published a mumber of works of
varying quality describing the Revolution in several states.
Despite many inadequacies, Alfonso Francisco Ramirez's re-

cent work, Historia de la Revolucidn Mexicana en Oaxaca,

provides a basic outline of events in Oaxaca during the
reveclutiorary period. Félix Diaz descended from a family
which had long played a prominent role in oaxaquefio polities.
Because of his father's role in signing the Constitution of
1857, the elder Diaz, even today, has his portrait hung in
the gallery in the National Palace. Don Félix capitalized
on his father's and his uncle's popularity in certain areas
of the state, and this gave Don Félix a patria éhica from
which he could operate during much of the Revolution. A
secondary objective of this study, therefore, will be to ex-
amine Don Félix's role in the complexities of Oaxaca politics

during the early years of the Revoluiion.
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outconie of various movements. Yet historians should have
recognized this phenomenon much earlier. For centuries re-
gionalism dominated the country, prompting Leslie Byrd
Simpson to entitle his famous work Many Mexicos. Colonialists
like William B. Taylor have pointed out that even basic in-
stitutions such as landholding differed greatly in various
regions of the country. Although Porfirio Diaz superficially
removed regional caudillos by subjecting them to a central
authority during his long dictatorship, caudillisme enjoyed

. . . . . i
a renaissance during the Mexican Revolution.

In a time of
chaos and confusion, centralizing agencies lost their control
over the periphery, and many geographical entities generated
their own caudillos, who remained loyal to their particular

patria chica.

One of the first studies to explore the regional Revolu-

3 4 t " Yo
tion was Michael Meyexr's work

(&}
o

Pascual Orozco. Throughout
his revolutionary career, Orozco exploited his patria chica,
the state of Chibuahua. Perhaps the most succéssful endeavor
in the field of regional revolutioﬁarv history has been John

v

Womack's prize winning book, Zapata and the Mexican Revolution.

More than a mere biography of one of the better known revolu-
tionaries, Womack's work examines the history of the campesino

and the agrarian revolution that occurred in the state of

lIn this work, all foreign words will be underlined the
first time that they appear.
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THE PRIVILEGED YEARS: FELIX DTAZ AND THT PORFIRIATO

Death came cquickly to the eishty-seven year 0ld general.

)

In the last four months of his life, Félix Diaz develoned
cancer, and the valisnlb revolutionary lost his final battle

ers by stating that

| &8

8+till, higs biogravher comforts his rea
hic subject, unlike another unsuccessful nineteenth century
military fisure, Antonio Ldnez de Santa Anna, did not die
forpotten by his former adherents.l Several important nor-
firistas or their descendants attended the funeral, and Inis
TLicédama himsel? pronounced the funeral oration. The old
general must have felt gratified to have died where he héd
spvent so much of active political career, in the state of
Veracruz.
Félix Diaz had fousrht hard to svend the remainder of his

life on Vexican soil. In 1934 he had hoped that the increas-
ingly right-wing dictatorship of Plubtarco Elias Calles would
permit him to quit his foreisn exile for native shores. Tor
some reason, however, the Colles movernment refused Félix

‘ . . 2 .
Diaz's petition to re-enter the country. Perhaps the enmity

LQ

DI

Ivis Idcéara, Félix Diaz, (Mexico: Hditorial Jus, 1958)
np. 870-878.

2 . , . . . . . o

This information is contained in a classified document
in the o taria de R - i 113 +h
in the Secretaria de RBelacidnes Exteriores. I utilized the
card catalozué to defermine the basic content of the document.
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between revolutionary factions had not entirely healed
maybe Calles resented Don Félix's role in the cristero
rebellion. During his term as President, Calles sought %o
enforce the anti-clerical provisions of the Constitution of
1917. The clericals and ardent Catholics resisted rovern-
mént restrictions, and eventually an armed movement broke

~

out under the slosan, "Viva Cristo Rew", hence the name

[%)]

Diaz's petition enjoved more success under Calles's
successor, Lazarc Cardenas. Cardenas's first moal as chief
execntive was to rid himself of Calles's influence,. and
pain control over the revolutionary vparty. Once he succeeded
in this manevver, he beran to conciliate his opposition by
inviting all former presidents to return to Mexico. Appar-
ently, the conciliation scheme extended to more people than
former vresidents; Félix Diaz returned to his native land on

“April 19, 1937.

In the remaining eisht vears of his life, General Diaz
refrained from any participation in politics. His instincts
must have been aroused, however, when ohe of his old subor-
dinates, Juan Andreu Almazin chollenged Manuel Avila Camacho
for the presidency in 1940. The elderly general had no
desire to contest the strength of the revolutionary party,

however, soO he abstained from the political campaisn. His

. b4 . P
BLlceaga, Félix Diaz, p. 869.
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only importent activity was dictating his memoirs to José C.
’\featladésfL Wnile these accounts are not completely accurate,
they offer some interesting insights into General Diaz's con-
ception of himself and his role in the Mexican Revolution.

The retired General's activities during the remaining

few years of his life reinforced his conceptions of his career
as expressed in his memoirs. Friends had an extremely dif-
ficult convincing General Diaz to travel outside his adopted
patria chica of Veracruz. In particular, Don Félix never
expressed a desire to return to Oaxaca, his birthplace. T¥o
doubt the General's reluctance to visit this state stemmed
from a sense of wounded vride. Diaz never effectively re-

ained control of his homeland. Yet when he was born on
February 17, 18468, his mother was the first lady of oaxaguerno
society. His father, also named Félix Diaz, had achieved re-
nowvn as a prominent republican during the struggle against
the French interventicn and Emverior Maximilian.5 As a

~ v AT = En B B
reward for these services, fellx D

(=1
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az Dr. was

S

In the month of March, 1947, Hoy DUblluhed a weekly
series of articles entitled "Habla Félix Dia &ﬁnarent]*
General Diaz never intended to publish hig COﬂpleue memoirs,
because he gave his personal archive to Iwis TLicéaga, and
entrusted this mood friend with the biogranhical task.

? Mo avoid con¢U51oo in the text, ﬂéTiX Diaz Sr. will

henceforth be referred to as Governor Diaz. All other titles
or sobriguets refer %o his son, the subject of this work.
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the state of Oaxaca. Both Governor Diaz and his brother
Porfirio had sprung from hunble origins, but advanced cuickly
through the military to poéitions of prominence. Unfortunate-
ly, little is knowvm about the Governor's wife, but whatever
her social antecedents may have been, the governorshiv carried
with it, no doubt, social rewards for the family.

Apvarently Governor Diaz ruled despotically. In parti-

cular, he alienated the fiercely religious Indian villagers
of the Juchitén district who resented the governor's strong
anti—clericai stance.- In‘1870, the juchitecos, led by
Golonel Apolino Jiménew, revolted arainst the Governor. The
liberal forces descended on the villages, and ravaged them, .
burning and looting. As a finzl insult, the Governor confis-
cated the image of the juchitecos natron saint, San Vicente.6
Governor Diaz's gesture was not apprecisted even by the liberal
President, Benito Jufrez. Upon receiving a petition from the
juchitecos, Juirez asked Governor Diaz to return the state to
the villace as a versonal favor. Governor Diaz asreed, but
as he later explained to the President, "to fit it in a box,
it was necessary to saw it in two Darts.”7 Needless to say,

the Jjuchitecos were not pleased with the Governor's generosity,

A
O

Daﬁlel Cosio Villegas, Historia Io erna de México: la
Republica Restaurada: Ta Vids Polltlca (Mexico: Tditorial
Hermes, 1955) n. 664

Ihid., D. 664.
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and the district of Juc
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ship in the vicinity had sailed the day hefore, and now only
a small sloop could be rented. Governor Diaz was too ill to
travel by water, however, so the party sought anofhvr escape
route.9 These circumstances offered the Juchitecos an onnor-
tunity for revenze. Rounding up his men, Coleonel Apolinic
Jiménez tracked down the furitives desnite controry orders
from the Juarez covernment. All accounts agree that the
Juchitecos brutally murdered the Cove"nor.10 Yith this dis-
astrous loss, the La Ioria rebellion collapsed in the state
of Oaxaca.

Did the failure of the La Noria rebelliion have any
consecuence in addition to making Pélix Diaz Jr. an orphan
ond thereby denendent on hig Uncle Porfirio? In one respect,
the La Noria rebellion clearly demonstrated that Oaxacan
society was not monolithic. The state was rather sharply

delineated into two sections; the euroneanized population

living around Oaxaca Citv, and the Indian world of the Sierras.

|4

n

4 . . .
Even though Télix Diaz had ties with imvor tant leaders

-

both sections, he would never manaze to unite the two. Two

9 Ibid., vp. 663. James Creelman, Diaz: Master of HMexico,
(Few York: Appleton aad Company, 1911) p. 320 offers the 8”01u~
nation thal ynfavorable winds forced +the Governor's nﬂﬁ*v to
return to the woods. Since Cosio Villemas's account is so
richly embellished, the author chose to follow it in this instance.

0 . N

1 Carleton RBeals, Porfirio Diaz: Dictator of Mexico,
(Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1952) p. 18% claims
that the Tndians "gtrinped off the soles of hig feot, forced hin
to march till he dropped then killed hinm with sticks and sftones.’

Beals, however, tends ©vo be overdramatic and inaccurate.
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of the most prominent leaders of the Revolution in QOaxaca were
the sons of Trancisco Meixweiro and Fidencio Herndndez. Just
as their fathers had been important liberals at the local level,
so their sons led the later Revolution in the Sierras. Conse-
auently, not all of the Mexican Revolution can be viewed as a
massive social uvheaval; in some areas, varticularly Oaxaca,
the traditional leaders managed To retain their political
positions. “hatever the other results of the rebellion, Felix

Diaz was left at the mercy of this uncle's fortunes during his

Félix Diaz spent these early vears in Oaxaca Citr, where
his tender years doubtless sheltered him fron his uncle's
vpolitical world. In 1882, however, the temporarily retired
President Diaz sent for his young nephew, and enrolled the

boy in the prestigions Colemio Militar in the national cavital.

According to his biographer, yvoung Félix was an a2pt pupil,
and he was graduated as a military engineer at the are of

twenty. While in school Félix Diaz learned strict discinline,

achieving the distinction of a school record unblemished with
. ll . - . . . s
demerits. Immediately following his graduation from the

nilitary academy, he was commissioned a lieutenant in the

.

corps of engineers.

An American citizen who had resided for many years in

R
of

11 . .
Licéaga, Félix Diaz, p. 13.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Co

Mexico offered one of the best descriptions available of the
voung;, man Disz. The writer, Edwin Zmerson, felt that Félix
Diaz displayed his Indian ancestry quite markedly. The young
man appeared small and dark, with a tendency towards n]uwb-
ness. His dark brown eyes constantly shovm, and his regular
white teeth gleamed. As his numerous portraits and photo-
sranhs show, he wore his hair relatively short, and his care-
fully groomed mustache appears prominent as well. ©5till, the
outstanding characteristic of the young man was his extreme
eriousness; intimate friends remarked thot they had never
known Félix Diaz to laugh.12 My, Emerson also noted the
resemblance between nephew and uncle. Thelr physicellsimi~
larity convinced many gossips that Porfirio had fathered
Félix Diaz. Tmerson felt that Télix Diaz was flattercd by
this story, and consecuently never squelched it.15 There
seems to be little evidence, however, to substantiate fhis

slur. Porfirio Diaz seems to have been rather circumspect

about his affairs, and if documentary evidence can be bslieved,

12 Edwin Imerson to William Jennings Brvan, June 21, 1913,

Records of the Department of State Relating to the Internal
Affairs of Mexico, 1910-1929. (Microcopy Ho. 274), 1910-1920,
reel 26, 812.00/7929. Hereafter this series will be cited as
RDS wwbh appropriate information.)

5 Edwin Emerson fo Brjap June 21, 1913, RDS, reel 26,
812.00/7929.
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Governor Diaz was scarcely imnotent.™ In any cas

D

Pres

0}

ident

Diaz did not permit the craduate to loll idly.

=

Almost immedi-
ately, Félix Diaz was assigned to the recently formed Comisidn
Geografico Ex ploradora. .

In the next ten vears, young Diaz participated in the
manning of San Luwo Potosi, Tamaulipas, and Veracruz. The
young, offlcer's knowledre of the terrain of Veracruz must have
proven an invaluable aid during the latter stages of his re-

N

bellion against the Carranza

i <3

K
]

TLieutenant Diaz worked with the Indians of Papantla, Veracriz,

where ne helved other movernment emplovees restore certain
1

1

lands to the Indians. The early activity may account for

4 - - . 13 .
some of Félix Diaz's ability to win lower class support in
Veracruz during an extended veriod of the Mexican Revolution.

While a nmember of the Georsraphical Commigsion, the dictator's

nevhew formed other important ties with the state of Veracruz.

- - - ’ . 4 .
During this period, Telix Diaz met a stuvnning youns woman
from the cityof Veracruz. Her father served as @ member of the

hamber of Deputies, so obviously the girl moved in hish circles.

14 Iqquﬂer?blc wormen during the Dor¢1"1°to claimed that
Governor Diaz had fathered a child by them. For the ake of
ﬁodoo*“ the 1llcr1tlwau@ children claimed their vparentage, and

then aoolleo for economic assistance. oCﬂ Jesus Avella to
Porfirio Diaz, February 6, 1909, Collecidn General Forfirio Diag
(Microcopy, University of the Americas) reel 256 , 7001847, Here-
after this series will be cited as Arch PD with 1nformation. See
alsc Antonio Diaz to Porfirio Diaz xovamber lL 1908, Arcn PD
BN ',3 —
L

meel 25/, #CLS575, which pr

1 . .
15 Iicéaga, Félix Diaz, p. 1l&4.
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At last, Isabella Alcolea agreed tc marry the young officer,
16

and her father, Leandro Sr. agreed. The match cemented

Félix Diaz's connections with the upper crust of Mexican

society. Isabella proved to be an excellent wife for young

=z

{

Félix. BShe remained devoted to him throughout their long
lives ftogether, and forgave her husband for his several
amorous escapades with other woﬁenﬁ Furthermore, the dis-
singuished Alcolea family provided TFélix Diaz with the
sunpport of the cream of veracruzano society.

Promotions came slowly to young Félix during these long
years oﬁ the Geosraphical Commission. In 1892 he had been
advanced to a Second Class Captain, but it took him eight
vears to ascend any further. Possibly President Diaz wanted
to test his youns nephew, to be certain that;he would be
properly groomed for a more important office. At any rate,
once Félix Diaz achieved the rank of Captain First Class in
1900, promotions rapidly came his way. Hamed as a member
of the General Staff of the President at the turn of the
élix Diaz had become the
chief of this august body. The youns man, however, was
ambitious, and thus rose quickly within the vorfirian
bureauvecracy.

As a8 trained enginecr, Félix Diaz proved useful as a

16 Fawin Emerson to Bryan, June 21, 1913, RDS, reel 26,
812.00/7929.
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tecnnical consult the youns man
held the post of Technical Engineering Inspector for the

Ferrocarril de México v el Pacifico, and later, he was

appointed Comisario Insnector de ¥Ferrocarriles. In addition,

he retained his link with the professional world by joining

o . s 17 eme s
several scientific societies in Mexico. Felix Diaz also
held another important title, that of President of the
Colegio Militer. Probably to lend him sufficient vrestige
for this office, Porfirio Diaz promoted his nephew to

. . 18
Brigadier General on March &, 1909.

Althoush he tempor-
arily resigned this office, Félix Diaz was restored

President of his Alma Mater, and was serving in this posi—
tion just prior to the outbreak of the Madero rev 01Ub10n.19
Because of +this inmportant pest, Félix Diaz must have enjoyed

some influence in military circles. Yet the position possi-

6}

bly inspired professional jealously on the part of several

.

of Félix Diaz's colleagues, part

Js

icularly Joaguin Beltréan,
who took great pride in the professionalism of the Militar:
Colleme. ‘Whatever the sisnificance of this office for the

voung man's future, his most important office under the

7 . . ;
17 Licéama, Pélix Diaz, D. 15.
18 [4 ! . . ’ ’ .
, For Félix Diaz's promotions, see Licéaga, Félix
Diaz, pp. 14-15.
19

Invitation from the Colegio Ullltarv, Avgust, 1910
Centro de Fstudios de la Historia de México, Cordumei, She
This invitation is a separate document contained at the
library in Condumex, and 1is not part of any special collection.
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vorfiriato was that of Insvector-General of the Police in
Mexico City.

On May 22, 1904 the dictator's nephew accepted his
new position in the porfirian bureaucracy. Apparently, tn
police, like other repressiQe institutions throughout
Mexico, succeeded admirably in keepins Mexico City relatively
free from crime. As one observer stated, "No foreigner ever
visited Mexico City during the Diaz days who did not come

away with

G
ot

‘he most fax

rorabl

‘_J
D

v impression of the groce,; bearing,
L e . . .20 :
politeness, and efficiency of its police. Yet accordins
to a prominent porfirista, Ramdén Prida, Félix Diaz scarcely

occupied himself with his duties, which were left in the

- . 21
capable hands of Celso Acosta, a good friend.™ Abundant
evidence sunports Prida's contention. One individual came
to the Municipal Palace on three sevarate occasions, and
never did locate the Inspector. Other officials informed
the harried man that their chief held office hours from five
22

to six P.M., daily, but the pgentleman waited in vain. Thus,

it appears that the Inspector delegated his dutiss to capable

Rudolph W. Smith, Benlrnted Mexico, (Wew York: John
Lanec Company, 1915) p. 102

2L namén Prids, De la Dictadura & la anarcuila, (Mexico:
Ediciones Botas, 1958) n. 250.

22 . .
Francisco Martinez Santana to Porfirio Diaz, July 7
1909, Arch PD, reel 261, Legajo 34, ;/0lllee.

?
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trusted subordinates.

Another cheracteristic which gained Félix Diaz the ad-

€]

miration of many of the elite was his extreme loyalty to
friends and those who had served him well in the past. For
example, one employee of the police department was dismissed
because of vague accusations. Since the man had served
faithfully for +thirty years, the Inspector reinstated the

,

P ’
nan 2s soon as ne had served his sentence. Ramon Corral,

the cientifico Minister of Gobernacibén and the Vice President

k) ]

as well, who mossibly had instipated the original arrest,
2

N

refused to permit the reinstatement. 55ill, the dismissed
official must have felt grateful that his suverior had de-
fended him against the wishes of the ruling circle. Yet
Félix Diaz's activities as Inspector General did not always
seem soO noblé. In particular, rumors of corruption in the
Police Department filtered into the streets. Iven Porfirio
Diaz once questioned his nephew about an expensive twenty-
five peso gift that one of his common policemen had bought

Fal - P

for a Christmas present. Given the nature

-1

the Inspector's

[0
Q
[t}

economic activities in Mexico, however, it is hardly surpri-
sing that his subordinates engaged in corruption as well.

While foreigners praised the regime effusively for pro-

23 Hermano Chévez to Porfirio Diaz, January 31, 1911,
Arch PD, reel 261, Legajo %4, #0111l656.
*Hporfirio Diaz to Télix Diaz, Jsnuary 20, 1908, Arch PD

0]
reel 246, Legajo 3%, #000031.
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