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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The general plan of the investigation presented in
this dissertation is as follows. All the latin 2 stue
dents (those in the second semester of first year Latin)
and all the Latin 4 students (those in the second semes-
ter of second year Latin) were given the Pressey Latin
Syntax test on My 22, 1929, On September 9, 1929, the
opening day of school, all of those pupils who had taken
the pre-vacation test, and who were continuing the study
of Latin, were re~tested with the same form of the Prese
sey test.l Hereinafter in this study this class is spoke
en of a8 CONTINUATION group students. It was intended ‘
that those students who had taken the test the previous
May and who were registered foar school in September, but
who were pot continuing Latin, should also be tested on

~the opening day of school in September. Certain admine

- istrative difficulties made this impossible of gomplete
realizations howéver, about one~=half of such students
todk the test at that time., Three weeks later the ree
'matning number of these students took the test, The

_ 1'.l‘here is only one form of this test.
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reliability of the differemel'between the means of these
fwo groups«wthose who toak the test on September 9th and
those who took 1t three weeks later--was less than 0.40,
thug 1ndica.tixig no significant difference between them.
In vlew of this fact the whole group of such students was
considered, for purposes of tme study, to have taken the
test on the opening day of aohoo:..’ These pupils who took
the May 1929 test and the September test, and who were
NOT registered for Latin during the school year of 1929
to 1950,‘ are hereinafter termed STOP group pupils., It is
essential that the reader keep inm mind the difference bee
tween the continuation groups and the stop groups .

The continuation group students-eboth Latin 2 amd
Latin 48-were tested for the third time one month after
the opening of school in the fall (October 9th). The
general purpose of administering the test at this time
was to learn if pupils had, during one month of study in
the fall, regained the level of their May 1929 achievement.,

1‘1’he RsDs has to be at least 3 in order to be significant.
See Chapter jo '
%In the interest of olarity the terms Latin 2 and Latin 4,
a8 applied to the continuation groups, are retained
thr oughout this study, although during the eschool year
1929-30 they became respectively Latin (3, 4) and Latin
(B, 6)s The integers refer %o the semester of Latin.
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The stop group pupils of both Latin zvand Latin 4 were
given their third test on May 7, 1930,

The following Table gives the number of students
of each group taking the Pressey test on each occasion.

T

19 p te

¢ May 1926
1929 Sept. 1929 8ept. 1929

_Oot, 1029 930
Latin 2 Cont.
GrouPsseseseplld 115 115
latin 2
Group........ 22 282 22
Latin 2 Stop
GrouPecsseess 95 68 44
Latin 4 Stop
Ggoug.“g.,.glgz '7_.“8E : 63
T0taloerecees334 283 237 107

Of the 44 Latin 2 stop group students and 63 Latin
- 4 stop group students, but 39 and 58 were found of use
in this stuly. Hental test data were lacking on those
not employed. COnly those students who participated in |
each of the three teste were oconsidered in this study,
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CHAPTER II
THE PROBLEM

Al though a monumental amount of experimental work
has been done in the field of learning and retention
since Ebbinghaus (14) derived his cwve of fargetting,
yet it has been only in relatively recent years that
investigators have direoted their attention to the quEn=
titative study of classromm learning and retention.

The leyman's concept of the rate of forgetting probably
corresponds rather cloeely to the Lbbinghaus curve.
Lven among educators one not infrequently hears such
statements as "they (the students) will farget all they
have learned mbou t the subject, anyway, befare Septeme
ber". Some even shorten the time interval., The study
of the literature also tende to give one the impression

. that even psychologists, for & long period following
the work of Ebbinghaus, fhought t'hat.his curve of fore
getting was typically characteristic of all materials
once known. Perhaps respect for the work of this great
scientist, combined with & certsin amount of inertia,
account in part for this situation.

It seems obvious thet a more complete knowledge of
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